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Students Appoint 2011-2012 Congress Executive Board
by Valerie Ferdon '12 and
Jordan Frias '11
News Editor and Asst. Editor

Campus news

RUTH DONAGHEY ’13/THE COWL

After weeks of campaigning and
two days of voting, the student body
chose the Executive Boards of Student
Congress, Board of Programmers, and
Board of Multicultural Student Affairs
for the 2011-2012 academic year.
Nearly 1,3000 students took part in the
Executive Elections, and shortly after
the ANGEL poll closed, the results
were announced to the student body
via e-mail.
Michael Maggio '12 was elected
President of
Student Congress,
defeating Jasiel Correia '13. Annie
Melia '12 was victorious against Justin
Smith '12 for the position of Vice
President of Student Congress. Katrina
Harrington '12 was voted Student
Congress Secretary, defeating Kathleen
Boccia '12. Lastly, Tucker de Villier '12
won Student Congress Treasurer over
Catherine Restrepo '12.
All the candidates for BOP Executive
Board ran unopposed. Next year, Marc
Capuano '12 will serve as BOP President,
Greg DiCiancia '12 will serve as Vice
President '12, Laura Burke '12 will serve
as Secretary, and Joe Neidermeyer '12
will serve as Treasurer.
BMSA Executive Elections also
featured candidates who ran unopposed.
Ana-Maria Sima '12 will serve as BMSA

Student Congress’ newly elected Executive Board pose for a photo just moments after the election results are announced. From LEFT: Secretary
Katrina Harrington ‘12, President Michael Maggio ‘12, and Treasurer Tucker de Villier ‘12. Vice President Annie Melia ‘12 is currently studying abroad.

Renovations to Reach

Ed Cooley Announced
as the 15th Men's Head
Basketball Coach

Every Corner of Campus
by Ryan Post '14
News Staff

Campus News
The Providence College campus has
evolved since the school's founding in
1917, and when students return for
the fall 2011 semester, they will notice
that campus has been even further
upgraded. Renovations on Harkins
Hall are underway in an effort to
restore the limestone exterior.
This will ensure the building's
structure and safety for the next
100 years. According to a statement
released to the college community
by Mark Rapoza, assistant vice
president for Capital Projections
and Facilities Planning, the current
plan dictates that the tower at the
front entrance of Harkins will
undergo a full cleaning and all
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staging will be removed by May
6, just in time for Commencement
weekend.
Other
improvements
planned
for the campus before the close of
the spring semester include adding
additional lighting from Fennel Gate
to Huxley Gate, replacing fencing, and
improving signage on the Admiral to
Huxley route to campus.
Additional lighting was added
in front of Aquinas Hall earlier in
the year at the request of Student
Congress, and more lighting on lower
campus, is seen as essential in some
students opinions. "Living in Dore,
I've noticed that walking around
lower campus late at night can be
really sketchy, especially considering
the neighborhood, so I'm glad to hear
they may be giving us more lighting,"
said Lauren O'Loughlin '14.
Throughout
the
course
of
the summer recess, many more
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"We Are PC"
This week, the Providence College campus celebrated
the annual event of Unity Week. This event was designed to
specifically embrace and learn about our particular differences
on campus. From lectures about diversity to "safe space"
training, the college was reminded that when we put aside our
differences, we are able to come together and create a better
environment in our college community. When we look beyond
judgments and learn to live, work, and grow together, we
make an impact on not only the way we live our own lives but
the way we impact the lives of those around us.
This has called the members of The Cowl to reflect upon
their own different experiences, perspectives, cultures, and
lifestyles, and use them to help others see the world in a
new way. From Commentary to Portfolio, our writers give
us a glance at their unique views and talents. As a whole
organization, though, we have learned to accept ideas that
may conflict with our own. We see many different ideas
brought to the table on a weekly basis, and while our opinions
are not always necessarily changed we still are united in
support for one another. The Cowl has allowed many types of
individuals to thrive in a welcoming environment, establish
friendships, and create something bigger than simply
themselves. Even the most trivial tasks come together to
make up a bigger picture in which we all are deeply invested.
We use 77k Cowl to reach out to other people, in an effort to
incorporate all the different voices of our students, as a single
representation of our diverse student body. So, the next time
you pick up a Cowl, keep in mind that this one collective work
incorporates so much from so many. Extend this metaphor to
the way you view every group on campus.

Business Manager: Ryan Portenoy '12

-The Editors

Advertising Managers: Carolyn Russo '12
Circulations: Stephen Mendelsohn '11
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Thurs 7

5:00 p.m.
Wine Tasting,
McPhail's

1:00 p.m. PC
Men's Lacrosse
vs. La Fayette,
Lennon Field

12:00 p.m.
Stuartstock,
Slavin Lawn

4:00 p.m. Group

4:30 p.m. "The
Use and Abuse
of Dictionaries,"
Feinstein 400

2:30 p.m. PC
Women's Softball
vs. Yale, Raymond
Field

4:00 p.m.

Fitness, Peterson
Group Fitness
Studio

6:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m. Senior

Lecture by
Remember the
Titans' Herman
Boone, '64 Hall

5:30 p.m. Take

Accounting
Night, Slavin
Overlook Lounge

Back the Night,
'64 Hall

6:00 p.m. Relay
for Life, Peterson

1:00 p.m. Festa

Smith Center

7:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m. South

Primavera,
Slavin Lawn

7:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m. Mr.

Wrestlemania,
McPhail's

Showing of
Remember the
Titans, McPhail's

of the Border
Night with The
Brink!, McPhail's

Insurance
Presentation,
McPhail's

2:00 p.m. Gypsy,

PC, Peterson

9:30 p.m. Group

8:00 p.m. Gypsy,

8:00 p.m. Gypsy,

Smith Center

Smith Center

Fitness, Peterson
Group Fitness
Studio

Letter Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

8:00 p.m. Yoga,
6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
Relaxation Spa,
McPhail's

Invisible Children
Screening, '64
Hall

Concannon
Conference
Room

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes ihto print to
ensure that thefacts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chiefat thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.

Advertising
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subscriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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Proposition for Liquor in McPhail's on Thursdays
Changes to Constitutions of Student Congress and Other Clubs
by Jordan Frias'll
Asst. News Editor
STUDENT CONGRESS

In the past two weeks, Congress
has passed several new pieces of
legislation. One, in particular, will
benefit students who are 21 and older.
Legislation proposing that McPhail's
serve liquor on Thursday nights was
unanimously passed by Congress
members on Tuesday, March 22.
The Ballroom Dance Club was
recognized as an official club that
same day. There were 40 votes in
favor of acknowledging it as a club
and only one against it. Members of
the Ballroom Dance Club will pay $10

down by word of mouth and have
worked well for past classes. Both
Carroll and Maggio also believe
that the experience that Congress
members have communicating with
the administration and organizing
events makes
them the most
qualified individuals to co-chair
these committees, especially if other
members of the committee have no
past experience organizing large scale
events at Providence College.
Caroline Rende '11, who has served
on one of these committees, agreed
with the proposal to add the role of JRW
and Commencement co-chair positions
descriptions to the constitution. She
said that the relationship between the
committee chair and a class officer is

BOTH JRW CORE AND COMMENCEMENT CORE MANAGE

ROUGHLY $80,000 TOTAL WHEN PLANNING...
per lesson. These lessons take place
on Douglass Avenue, and the club
plans to host fundraisers on campus to
further reduce costs. They are hosting
an informational session very soon and
encourage all to attend.
At that same Congress meeting,
Patricia Carroll '11 and Mike Maggio
'12 presented legislation regarding
JRW and Commencement cores.
In the past, these committees were
unofficially co-chaired by both class
presidents and treasurers. Both
Carroll and Maggio believe that the
co-chair position should be officially
outlined under class president
and treasurer requirements in
Congress's constitution.
Carroll
explained
how
class
president and treasurer involvement
in these committees have been passed

|

inevitable and official recognition is
much-needed.
Some members of Congress believe
that the committee co-chairs for these
events should remain open to anyone
who serves on Congress, rather than
being limited to the class president
and treasurer.
Others believe that this addition to
the constitution makes sense because
the committee members of both JRW
and Commencement cores manage
roughly $80,000 total when planning
these events.
At this Tuesday's meeting, John
Sweeney, senior vice president of
Finance & Business at Providence
College, was invited to give Congress
an update on renovation plans and
various initiatives that will be made
throughout the summer.

Sweeney explained how he has
enjoyed working for the Finance &
Business Department for the one year
he has been at Providence College, and
he presented members with a sheet on
campus improvement efforts both on
going and pending.
Sweeney said he has been working
with Sodexho to improve the variety
and quality of food available at
Raymond Hall. He also confirmed
that within the next week, the lighting
on Eaton Street will be replaced with
stronger lights. The current renovation
on Harkins Hall will be completed in
this time frame as well.
This summer, the College is looking
to repaint the crosswalks on Huxley
Avenue and remove the raised tunnel
near St. Joseph Hall, which is currently
a walkway between the dormitory and
the Feinstein Academic Building.
Congress
then
approved
constitutional changes proposed
by the Environmental Club in the
week prior.
The Environmental Club officially
changed their name to SEAC (Student
Environmental Action Coalition) in
the preamble and in article II of their
constitution. They also amended
their list of member commitments in
article IV.
Legislation was presented that
would require the Bursar's Office to
notify students immediately of any
holds that they may have on their
accounts via e-mail and by mail to
their Friar Boxes.
Tom Fitzgerald '11 also presented
legislation on Tuesday that would ask
the school to provide more affordable
prices for students who wish to reside
on campus in the summer for classes,
internships, or any other academic

endeavors they wish to participate in.
These pieces will be voted on at next
Tuesday's meeting.

This Week In Congress
-Ballroom Dance Club recognized
as official club
-Passed legislation proposing that
McPhail's serve liquor on Thursday
nights
-Discussed amending its
constitution to recognize class
presidents and treasurers as cochairs of JRW and Commencement
cores
-Spoke with John Sweeney, senior
vice president of Finance & Business
at the College, about renovation
plans

-Approved constitutional changes
proposed by the Environmental
Club - changing their official name
to SEAC (Student Environmental
Action Coalition)

-Presented legislation requiring
Bursar's Office to notify students of
holds on their accounts
-Presented legislation asking the
College for affordable summer
options

ELECTIONS: New Executive Boards Have High Hopes
Continued from front page

President alongside Joe Patino '12, who
was voted in as BMSA Vice President
for next year. Rafael Tavares '13 will be
BMSA Treasurer and Goldie Hang '13
will preside as BMSA Secretary.
All three respective executive
boards plan to have very successful
terms in office next academic year.
The Cowl had the opportunity to
meet with the newly-elected Student
Congress Executive Board. Melia, the
Vice President, is currently studying
abroad, and therefore, could not be
present at the interview. The other
three officers briefly discussed their
goals for the upcoming year.
Maggio explained how happy he
was with the voter turnout and the
success of the "Got Issues?" campaign

This
close
relationship
with
the administration is cited by the
Executive Board as the greatest change
in responsibility from the position they
held previously.
"Interacting with the administration
is a new role for all of us," said Maggio.
Accessibility and approachability
are also goals of the newly-elected
board. They are hoping to continue
the lines of communication between
Student Congress and clubs on
campus. This relationship was
greatly fostered throughout the year,
but they point out that there is always
room for improvement.
"We are also excited to work with
members of the student body and the
other organizations and various clubs

W WE ARE VERY EXCITED ABOUT GETTING TO MEET
THE NEW EXECUTIVE BOARDS OF ALL THE CLUBS.
that took place this year. He is looking
forward to interacting with members of
the administration, which he described
as "a new role" for him and his fellow
executive members.
The
three had
only
good
things to say about the previous
Executive Board. De Villier said he
is honored and humbled to follow
in the footsteps of the 61st Student
Congress leaders.
"The previous Executive Board are
outstanding student leaders," he said.
"I know last year's Executive
Board started a lot of initatives," said
Maggio. "That's something I want to
see followed up with."
Harrington concurred.
"I was very impressed with the way
in which they utilized every resource on
campus," she said. "They made use of every
facet of administration, and greatly fostered
the bond between the two entities."

on campus," said de Villier.
"We are very excited about getting
to meet the new executive boards
of all the clubs," said Maggio, who
continued to explain that they plan on
holding meetings with the leaders of
major clubs and organizations in order
to ensure a smooth transition into the
new academic year.
The four representatives are also
enthusiastic about becoming a team.
"I think together we make a great
team and we are excited to use this
unity to further the good of the
Providence College community," said
de Villier.
Harrington spoke of their goal
of
"working
with
prospective
candidates for Congress next year
and helping with communication
within Congress itself."

CHRIS CACCIAVILLANI ’14/THE COWL

From LEFT: BOP President Marc Capuano ‘12, Vice President Greg DiCiaancia ’12, Secretary Laura
Burke ’12, and Treasurer Joe Neidermeyer ’12.

JAYO MACASAQUIT ’11 / THE COWL

From LEFT: BMSA Secretary Goldie Hang ‘13, Vice President Joe Patino ‘12, Treasurer Rafael Tavares
‘13 and President Ana-Maria Sima ‘12.
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Dr. MaryJane Lenon to Lead School of Business
by Micaela Cameron '13
News Staff

Campus News
Dr. Sue Lehrman, dean of the
Providence College School of Business
(PCSB), will be leaving the College at
the end of the semester.
Lehrman was the first dean of
Business at the College.

which a business school reviews
all aspects of its operation as it
relates to its mission: its faculty,
curriculum, and all of the activities
that link to learning outcomes to
ensure the 21 standards specified
by
AACSB
for
accreditation
are met. AACSB is the premier
accreditation agency for business
schools with fewer than 30 percent
of U.S. business schools accredited.
The benefit for students is that it
signals to graduate schools and

THE PROVIDENCE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS HAS MADE
GREAT STRIDES TOWARD ACCREDITATION. IB
Dr. Maryjane Lenon will replace
Lehrman and assume the position
as interim dean of the School
of Business. After receiving her
undergraduate degree at Bryant
University, Lenon went on to receive
her Master's degree and Ph.D.
at the University of Connecticut.
Lenon is an associate professor of
economics and began teaching in
the Economics Department at the
College in 1986.
Lenon will provide leadership
for both the undergraduate and
graduate programs in the PCSB.
She will also be responsible for
bringing the PCSB through the final
stages of AACSB (The Association
to Advance Collegiate Schools of
Business) accreditation.
"The PCSB must finish its
self evaluation report and begin
preparations for the AACSB team
visit from Feb. 26 to 29, 2012," said
Lenon. "The accreditation process
is a seven-to-eight year process, in

prospective employers that the
students have received a rigorous
and high quality education."
AACSB evaluates colleges in order
to ensure the school is providing
students with the best education
possible. In addition, AACSB evaluates
the College's faculty and programs.

improve what we do to make our
students ready for the real world.
I want to make sure all the efforts
made by the faculty are carried
forward and we can continue to
explore more opportunities for our
students to have more real world
experiential opportunities."
Lenon's interest in economics and
student success are the two things she
loves about the College.
"I love economics. It's so
exciting to see the connections and
the real world applications in the
business world as well as in the
realm of public policy making,"
said Lenon. "In addition, I like the
sense of community on campus;
the opportunity to work with like
minded individuals to achieve
outcomes that will benefit our
students. Every opportunity I get
to work with students in and out
of class provides me with a lot of
satisfaction."

on a path for tremendous success.
We've reached out to the business
community so there is a lot of
interaction and collaboration. We
will continue to strive to create
opportunities for our students to
obtain experiential opportunities to
prepare them for their careers in the
twenty-first century."

WORKING WITH SUE HAS BEEN THE MOST
SATISFYING EXPERIENCE OF MY CAREER.
According to its Web site, "In its
entirety, the AACSB accreditation
process is rigorous and requires a
significant amount of work to achieve."
Lenon spoke of her future plans in
her new position.
"I hope to keep the School of
Business on its current trajectory,"
said Lenon. "The PCSB has made
great strides toward accreditation.
There has been a real effort to
engage our students in the learning
process and to innovate and

Lenon spoke of the previous Dean
of Business, Lehrman, in high regard.
"She is a terrific leader and a terrific
person to work with and for - she
has done an enormous amount of
work to advance the business school.
Working with Sue has been the most
satisfying experience of my career. I
am honored to serve as interim dean in
her footsteps."
In regard to the future of the
School of Business, Lenon explained,
"I think the School of Business is

KRISTEN WHALEN *11/THE COWL

MaryJane Lenon, Ph.D., takes on the role of
interim dean to lead the Providence College
School of Business to accreditation.

RENOVATIONS: Plans WDOM Streaming Online

for Slavin, Alumni Cafe
Continued from front page
renovations will take place. Continued
work will be done in Harkins Hall,
with improvements made to the lower
floors. The third, fourth, and fifth
floors will be updated this summer.
All faculty offices will be moved to
the exterior walls, and classrooms will
be modernized with energy efficient
windows. A new roof will be installed,
and the aesthetic appearance of the

think it's really important to keep up
with the current technology especially
in a science building," said O'Loughlin.
Alumni Hall renovations are
currently in the planning stages,
and construction is scheduled
to commence in March of 2012.
Included are plans to revamp the
Slavin Center.
Todd
Incantalupo,
Assistant
Director of Student ActivitiesInvolvement-Leadership and Slavin

AS A BIOLOGY MAJOR, I’VE DEFINITELY NOTICED
A LOT OF AL MAG IS IN NEED OF UPDATES.
area will be improved with newly
paved walkways.
This summer will also mark the
second year in the College's sevenyear plan to improve student
residential buildings.
The plan promises a "complete
renovation"
of
Davis
Hall,
the replacement of half of the
bathrooms in Raymond Hall, and
improvements to the bathrooms in
Guzman. The wireless network is
also planned to be expanded to all
traditional residence halls.
Administration
has
decided
that Albertus Magnus and Sowa
Halls are in need of "top-tobottom" renovations. Planning and
scheduling is already underway, and
construction is intended to begin in
the spring of 2012.
These talks of renovating the
deteriorating parts of campus have
gone over favorably in the opinions of
various students.
"As a biology major, I've definitely
noticed that a lot of Al-Mag is in need
of updates. The labs and some of the
classrooms look and feel old, and I

Operations and member of the
committee discussing possible Slavin
changes, said that "the plans are to
make Lower Slavin even more wide
open than it already is."
Incantalupo said that Student
Congress has requested more of a
"living room" feel to the downstairs
area, and therefore plans are being
made to modify existing space.
"Slavin will actually gain some
square footage as some of the
seating in Alumni Cafeteria will be
reorganized as part of the Slavin
Center," said Incantalupo.
He also added that there are plans
for a new multicultural center and club
offices may be reorganized.
All of the plans for Slavin
renovations are strictly in the
planning stages. The committee,
which includes Incantalupo, Rapoza,
and Student Congress President
Liane Nadeau '11, among others, are
meeting weekly to consider plans for
future renovations to the Providence
College community.

by Christine Rousselle '13
News Staff
CAMPUS NEWS

Does your friend have a radio show
that you have been dying to listen
to, but you find you lack an actual
radio? Fret no more, as WDOM is now
streaming online at WDOM913.com.
WDOM has existed since 1949 but
has only been streaming online for
parts of last year and since February of
this year.
Prior to this, the station used a
third-party company for streaming
but found that it was expensive. They
now use a server that was built by
PC's IT Department. This server also
provides a useful tracking device to
track listeners and see what shows are
the most popular.
According to general manager Scott
Schere 11, the station has big plans for
future expansion. They hope to have

companies underwrite airtime in order
to fundraise for the station. This would
increase the station's presence in the
community and expand the station
overall. WDOM's "big goal" is to be
able to provide internship opportunities
for students studying marketing. These
internships would involve organizing,
underwriting, and working on other
sales pitches with off-campus companies.
Other
schools
have
similar
programs with their radio stations,
and providing an internship for credit
would be an easy way for marketing
students to get hands-on experience
without actually leaving campus.
Schere admitted that this goal is
going to take a "long time, [having
to] go through deans and Student
Congress," but he is confident that
this could eventually become a reality.
WDOM is moving forward into the
21st century and the station hopes to
continue growing in the years to come.
The future looks bright for WDOM.

ANGELL BLACKFRIARS THEATRE

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE DEPT.
OF THEATRE, DANCE & FILM

Fridays 8 PM
Saturdays 8 PM
Sundays 2 PM

GYPSY

Music by Jule Styne
Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Booh by Arthur Laurents
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Father Brendan Murphy, O.P., Steps Down from Position
The College Begins Search for New Vice President of Student Affairs
by Jordan Frias 'll
News Staff

Campus News
On Friday, March 3, a message
was sent out to faculty and students
regarding the resignation of Brendan
Murphy, O.P., vice president of
Student Affairs. The message sent out
from Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president
of Providence College, stated that
Murphy was stepping down for
"personal, family-related reasons."
"After much thought and prayer,
I decided to resign from the position
in order to be more available to care

full-time priestly ministry after taking
a sabbatical.
Although he has not officially
announced the date of his formal
resignation from his vice presidency,
Murphy has agreed to remain in his
position until further notice.
Kenneth Sicard, O.P., executive
vice president and treasurer of the
President's Office, is the chair of
the search committee for Murphy's
replacement
which
consists
of
faculty representatives, members of
administration, and students.
"We've already hired a search firm
to conduct a national search for the
position," Sicard said. "We will probably
receive 100 applicants for the position."

a replacement isn't chosen by then,
Steve Sears will be asked to fulfill both
roles as president and vice president
of Student Affairs.
"I will always be most grateful for
the opportunity to serve our students

and my alma mater," said Murphy.
"I have learned a lot, made some
mistakes, and had the good fortune of
collaborating with a talented group of
students, faculty, and staff."

IT BECAME CLEAR TO ME THAT IT WAS TIME FOR A
CHANGE BOTH PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY.
for an ailing family member as well
as to pursue new opportunities in the
priestly ministry," Murphy said.
Murphy has been with Providence
College since December 2000 and has
served as the assistant chaplain, chaplain,
and the director of campus ministry
until he was offered the position of vice
president in 2006 by Shanley.
"While I have enjoyed and been
challenged by the president of
Student Affairs' position, it became
clear to me that it was time for change
both personally and professionally,"
said Murphy.
Murphy has worked with former
Dean Chris Fortunato and Steve
Sears, current dean of Student Affairs.
He plans to fulfill the duties of vice
president until sometime in May or
June and hopes that he can return to

Witt Kiefer is the search firm
that the school hired to nationally
advertise the open position. They
were responsible for the hiring of
John Sweeney, senior vice president
of Finance & Business, along with
Dave Wegrzyn, senior vice president
of Institutional Advancement. They
are also conducting a search for the
College's new chief diversity officer.
According to Sicard, the firm will
narrow down those suitable for the
role of vice president of Student Affairs
for the College. He and the search
committee will then decide who from
the pool of applicants chosen will be
interviewed. The final decision will
then be made by Shanley.
Although the hiring process can
take up to six months to complete,
Sicard and his committee hope to
find a replacement by September. If

SAADIA AHMAD ’141 THE COWL

Brendan Murphy, O.P., has been with the College since Dec. 2000, having served as assistant
chaplain, chaplain, and director of campus ministry before being appointed VP of Student Affairs.

PC Men Challenged to "Walk A Mile in Her Shoes"
Women Will Organize a Fundraising Event to Benefit Domestic Violence
by Jeff DiLeo '14
News Staff

Campus News
Nearly five million women in the
United States experience physical
assault, rape, and domestic violence
every year. Domestic violence is defined
as a pattern of abusive behavior in any
relationship that is used by one partner
to gain or maintain power and control
over his or her partner. Women ages 24
and under suffer from the highest rates

will benefit the Rhode Island Crisis
Assistance Center (RICAC).
The RICAC seeks to end domestic
violence and sexual assault in Rhode
Island by the year 2017. It offers
counseling and speaker services,
directs community outreach, and
provides financial assistance for victims
of violence. Some of their community
service projects include food and
clothing drives, Habitat for Humanity,
Meals on Wheels, and a post-hurricane
clean-up project in New Orleans. This
organization put on its own "Walk a

A WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES EVENT IS A PLAYFUL
OPPORUNITY TO MEN TO RAISE AWARENESS...
of rape.
There is an organization at
Providence College that is working to
reverse these statistics. Women Will
is an organization which focuses on
raising awareness of women's issues.
It is open to all students, male or
female and is always looking for new
members and ideas.
Elizabeth
Sweeney
'11,
vice
president of Women Will, has been
actively involved in the organization
since her freshman year. She has
played a large role in organizing the
first annual "Walk a Mile in Her Shoes"
event here at the College, which will
take place April 10.
Registration and the walk itself will
take place on the lawn of St. Dominic
Chapel. Registration will begin at
noon, and the walk will commence at
1:00 p.m. There is a $5 dollar donation
requirement for all participants. Those
walking will receive a free t-shirt,
food, and shoe rental. All proceeds

Mile in Her Shoes" event in 2009. This
event raised $2,000 for Emergency
Room rape kits that were distributed
throughout the community.
The was actually inspired by Walk
a Mile in Her Shoes®, which is the
International Men's March to Stop Rape,
Sexual Assault & Gender Violence.
What differentiates a "Walk a Mile
in Her Shoes" event from other similar
events is that it focuses on men. It
allows them to raise awareness in
the community about the dangers of
sexual violence.
When asked why men were the
focus of such an event, Sweeney
replied, "There have been an
increasing number of male students
on campus who wanted a way in
which to support and be in solidarity
with these women. The goal of
Women Will is to not only raise
awareness about rape crimes but also
eventually to end all abuse and crimes
against women at this school and the

best way to do that is by involving
everyone, male and female."
Sweeney continued, "The idea
behind the guys wearing heels was
the whole concept of recognizing that
no one can truly understand another
person's experience until they 'walk
in their shoes.' It's not easy walking
in heels, but it's fun and it gets the
community to talk about something
that's really difficult to talk about:
gender relations and sexual violence."
Elizabeth is confident that this event
will become an annual tradition.
She
also
mentioned,
"This
event, though run by Women Will,
will be co-sponsored by Campus
Ministry, Residence Life, Amnesty
International,
Student Congress,
Friars Club, Board of Programmers,
Global Studies, and SHEPARD."
SHEPARD stands for Stopping
Homophobia, Eliminating Prejudices,
and Restoring Dignity. The group
seeks to educate the school's
community on issues of sexual
orientation and provide a supportive
environment in which students can

discuss issues of sexual orientation
freely and openly.
This organization, in keeping
with the mission of the school, is
dedicated to fostering a campus
environment
that
encourages
the students to show respect for
the essential dignity, freedom,
and equality of every person
regardless of sexual orientation.
SHEPARD will assist all students
to feel secure and included in the
school family.
Women Will also sponsors the
annual "Take Back the Night" rally.
This event provides a safe environment
in which rape or abuse victims can tell
their stories. This year's rally will be
held in '64 Hall on April 7.
For more information on this event
please contact Elizabeth Sweeney.
Woman Will puts on and sponsors
many other events throughout the
year, so be sure to stay tuned for
updates on new events.

walk a mile
in her shoes.
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College Republicans Sponsor Controversial Journalist
James O'Keefe Speaks to Students About Exposing Organizations Using the Media
by Christine Rousselle '13
News Staff

Campus News
On Wednesday, March 23, 2011,
journalist James O'Keefe addressed
a crowd in Moore Hall I about his
role in taking down organizations
like NPR, Planned Parenthood, and
ACORN in a speech sponsored
by
the
College
Republicans.
O'Keefe began his presentation by
showing the videos that rocketed him to

made it seem as though he had the
only copy of the video. Like O'Keefe
predicted, the video was promptly
dismissed on networks as being the
result of "one bad apple" in that
particular office. O'Keefe and Giles
initially refused to confirm whether
more videos existed and then began to
release more videos each day. O'Keefe
said, "The media is who we should
investigate."
O'Keefe feels that by videotaping
people and revealing their illegal
activities, he is forcing people to be
accountable for their actions. He

HE RECORDED SEVERAL VIDEOS OF BEING
EXPLICITY TOLD HOW TO LEGITIMIZE A BROTHER,
stardom: his exposure of illegal practices
at ACORN (Association of Community
Organizers for Reform Now) offices
throughout the country. ACORN was
an organization that advocated for voter
registration, low-income housing, and
other community programs.
Dressed as the "least convincing
pimp in the world," O'Keefe and
partner Hannah Giles visited ACORN
offices, seeking to find a house out
of which to run a brothel and also
seeking advice as to how to legitimize
it on his taxes. He recorded several
videos of being explicitly told how
to legitimize a brothel and was told
that any underage prostitutes could
be considered "dependents" on
his tax form, among other things.
O'Keefe released the first video, and
"even Jon Stewart couldn't spin it to
help ACORN."
He knew that the press would
ignore it at first, and he originally

was tired of the mainstream media
refusing to investigate things, so he
took matters into his own hands.
The presentation then continued with
O'Keefe showing videos of teachers
behaving badly at a leadership
conference sponsored by a New Jersey
teachers' union. At the conference,
O'Keefe recorded teachers gleefully
reporting that it's "nearly impossible"
to be fired after acquiring tenure,
noting that one teacher called a student
a racial slur and was not fired, but
merely demoted.
The teachers also engaged in
protest of New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie, saying they wanted
to "kick him in the toolbox."
Needless to say, the videos resulted in
much controversy. O'Keefe said he was
disgusted by mainstream media reports
calling the teachers "heroic" despite
the things they said. Predictably, the
teacher and her attorney said that the

remarks on tenure were taken out
of context, so O'Keefe released the
full unedited video that showed the
remarks were very much in context,
and the union "admitted defeat."
O'Keefe then discussed his earlier
exploits. As a student at Rugters he
taped reactions to his demand to ban the
cereal Lucky Charms on the grounds
that Lucky was "racially insensitive"
to Irish-Americans. He reported that,
"The school banned the cereal for two
weeks, then realized it was a joke."
Additionally, O'Keefe first gained
media attention as a "citizen journalist"
in 2006, after he phoned Planned
Parenthood posing as a racist wanting
to donate money to specifically abort a
black baby. The woman who answered
the call said that she was "excited"
about receiving a donation like this and
that it would be possible to earmark a
donation for the purpose of helping a
black woman get an abortion. O'Keefe

controversial accusations against him.
On claims that he edits his videos,
he said that "everyone" edits things
when they report them and that he has
always made the full, unedited videos
available. Although the members of
ACORN who aided and abetted the
"prostitution ring" were cleared of
any criminal wrongdoing, O'Keefe
explained that this was on technicality,
because he did not actually have an
underage prostitution ring at his house.
O'Keefe said that he was filming
"public officials on the job" who get
paid with citizen tax dollars and that
he would never target private citizens.
When asked about what motivates him
the most, O'Keefe said that "media
misinformation" drives him.
He said he was angry at how the
media refuses to do their job and
expose their "cronies" who are doing
bad things, like those at ACORN and
teachers' unions conferences.

O’KEEFE VIDEOTAPED EXECUTIVES FROM NPR
CALLING MEMBERS OF THE TEA PARTY RACISTS.
called seven Planned Parenthoods
in different states and got similar
enthusiastic responses from all of them.
This sparked the drive to reduce
federal funding to Planned Parenthood,
and several states reduced funds to
Planned Parenthood after watching
O'Keefe's videos.
O'Keefe videotaped executives
from National Public Radio (NPR)
calling members of the Tea Party
racists, among other things. O'Keefe
did not show any videos of his newest
exploit during the presentation but
instead discussed and countered the

He said that exposing ACORN was
never a "Let's go after Barack Obama"
thing, (due to Obama's past work with
the group) but was on the suggestion of
a colleague. He had no idea how big the
videos would get, and did not expect them
to lead to the group being completely
defunded and going bankrupt.
When asked about what was coming
next, he refused to reveal his plans,but
said that everyone should "stay tuned"
for his next big announcement. If it is
anything like his past exploits, one
can expect big changes to manifest
themselves in American society.

This Summer, enroll in

PC @ NIGHT
www.providence.edu/summer

On-campus and Online
• It’s accelerated—One-week, five-week and ten-week terms

It’s affordable—Just $891 a three-credit course
• It’s flexible—Day, evening and online classes
For approved courses, visit www.providence.edu/dean

REGISTER

now!
PROVIDENCE
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School of Continuing Education • 401.865^487
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wwwLigtonyspizzari.com

525 Eaton Street,
Providence, RI
Visit our facebook
at BIG TONY RI

PC CARD
ACCEPTED
Handtossed, Brick
Oven, NY Style

Tliin Crust Pizza

Commencement 2011!
REMINDER

*********************************************
CAP AND GOWN Distribution DAY

Is
(One day only!)
Wednesday, April 13

'64 Hall, Slavin Center
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Come join us for this One-Stop Shopping event!
Get Ready for Free Food and Refreshments!
Pick up your cap and gown: Be sure that all financial obligations are satisfied with the Office of the Bursar. Account balance
information may be viewed on Cyberfriar. Indebtedness to the College will prohibit pick up of your cap & gown. Also,

Federal Direct/Perkins Loan recipients must complete an exit counseling session. Information regarding this counseling will
be forthcoming from the Student Loan Office. Failure to complete this exit counseling will also prohibit the pick up of your

cap & gown.
Pick up your Senior Packet containing invitations for family and friends and the Student Guide to Commencement, which
outlines specific times, locations, etc., to make this a memorable weekend.
Pick up your guest tickets to Commencement.

Visit with your classmates.

Find out who you'll be sitting next to at Commencement.

Get your number in line for the Commencement processional.
Attendance is mandatory and a photo ID is required. Please notify the Office of College Events via e-mail at colevent(S)providence.edu or by phone at ext.
2344 in advance if you are unable to attend.
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Earthquake and Tsunami Devastate Japan
by Ben Remillard '13
World Staff

Japan
On March 11, a 9.0 magnitude
earthquake that lasted about six
minutes struck off of the northeast
coast of Japan, about 231 miles from
Tokyo. The epicenter was about 20
miles underwater. It was the most
powerful earthquake in recorded
history. The Japanese Meteorological
Agency reports that over six hundred
aftershocks with a magnitude of 4.5
have been reported since the initial
earthquake. The U.S. Geological
Survey discovered that the quake
released a surface energy twice as
strong as the 9.1 earthquake in India
that killed 230,000 people. The total
energy released by the earthquake
was equivalent to about 9,320 gigatons
of TNT, which is equal to 600 million
times the energy released by the
atomic bomb that struck Hiroshima.
Thanks to Japan's Earthquake Early
Warning system, millions of people
were notified of the incoming quake
about a minute before it happened.
This allowed for many to people to find
shelter, saving many lives. However,
not all were so lucky. Following the
earthquake a large tsunami began to
gather strength off the shore of Japan.
A report by Japan's Port and
Airport Research Institute showed
that the tsunami was able to generate
waves up to 77 feet tall. This was the
second strongest tsunami to ever hit
Japan. It was only surpassed by a 125

COURTESY OF ENTRONEWS

Japan suffered the most powerful earthquake on record. The six minute, 9.0 magnitude quake
released 600 million times the energy released by the Hiroshima a-bomb.

foot tsunami that struck Japan in 1896.
Geophysicist Ross Stein noted that the
earthquake affected a 250 mile stretch
of coastline, causing it to drop two feet.
Stein argues that this drop allowed
the tsunami to travel even faster and
farther onto land. Like the 2004 Indian
earthquake, the tsunami in Japan has
caused more damage than the actual
earthquake.
The San Francisco Chronicle reports
that the most serious tsunami damage
occurred in the hour following the
earthquake.
Over 10,000 people have been reported
dead, with close to 3,000 injured, and
over 16,000 people still missing. The
international organization Save the
Children reports that as many as 100,000
children may be uprooted from their
homes. Since the earthquake occurred
during the school day, many children
were separated from their families.

They Shall Play in the Shade
by Rebecca Larrivee '13
World Staff

Qatar
Although the Qatar World Cup is
more than 10 years away, researchers
are beginning to get a head start on
developing technology that will make
the conditions at least slightly more
bearable for the players and the fans.
Prior to the selection of Qatar as a
World Cup country for 2022, there was
a large focus by sports commentators
on what the conditions of Qatar would
be at the time of the typical World
Cup. Due to the unbearable heat and
the relentless sunshine, many felt it
would be impossible to host a Cup
there simply because of the health
problems it could pose for players and
fans alike. Temperatures in this small
desert country can reach highs of
120 degrees in the summer, certainly
not the most comfortable weather in
which to play soccer.
Officials in the country seek to
alleviate the problem with various
technological developments. Initial
designs featured an open air stadium
in which cooled air would be
forced down on the crowd through
overhangs, thereby decreasing the
temperature within the stadium
itself. Despite their efforts, FIFA
President Sepp Blatter initially said
he expected the 2022 competition to
be moved to winter, according to the
BBC, a comment that further angered
football fans around the world who
were upset by the selection of Qatar
as a World Cup hosting nation. Qatari

officials have maintained, however,
that they intend on hosting the
World Cup at its normal time, from
June to July despite the high average
temperatures. They have continued to
press scientists within their country to
find feasible ways to cool the playing
environment. One of the most recent
developments put forward by Qatari
scientists is a remote-controlled cloud.
ESPN stated on their Web site that
"[Sjcientists at Qatar University claim
to have invented a synthetic cloud
which could shield stadiums and
training grounds from oppressive
heat. It is reported each cloud could
cost in the region of $500,000.' Saud
Abdul Ghani, head of the Mechanical
and Industrial Engineering at Qatar
University has stated that the clouds
would be made of "carbon fibers and
solar panels and be about the size of
a jumbo jet." CNN reports, "it would
use sophisticated monitoring gear to
track the transit of the sun and would
use four electric powered engines
to maneuver to precisely the right
position to drop a cool shade across
the stadiums," which would reduce
the average temperature within the
stadium by about 10 degrees.
If the World Cup is to be hosted
in its normal time slot from June to
July of 2022, it is apparent that the
"cloud" cannot be the only way of
reducing the temperature within the
stadiums. If the science is true and the
temperature is indeed decreased by
ten degrees, the temperatures within
the stadium still have the potential of
reaching 110 degrees.

Due to of its limited land, burials
in Japan are often banned by law. This
is suitable for a Buddhist society that
cremates close to all of their deceased.
Additionally there have been shortages
of kerosene, 50 liters of which is
required for each body, and dry ice
which is used for preservation. As
such, Reuters reports that the military
has been forced to bury hundreds
of people in mass graves, often with
rudimentary or no rites given. The
Japanese government has assured
relatives of the deceased that cremation
of those bodies will occur at a later date.
A recent BBC article reports that
the damage to Japan will cost at least
25 trillion yen ($309 billion) to rebuild
all that has been lost. The World Bank
reports that Japan will need at least
five years to rebuild from the damage
caused by both the earthquake and
the tsunami. These setbacks are in

turn affecting some of Japan's largest
exporters, such as the car makers
and electronics firms, which are most
responsible for powering Japan's export
based economy.
According
to
the
Japanese
government, 2,367 shelters have been
set up to deal with the growing number
of people in need of help. However,
London's Guardian reports that these
shelters are facing several obstacles,
including getting adequate heat to
areas affected by worsening winter
weather, food, and medical care to the
430,000 people displaced. In addition
to radiation fears from the collapsing
Fukushima Daiichi power plant,
damaged roads, and aftershocks, it has
become increasingly difficult to travel
due to a lack of fuel.
Reuters reports that 128 countries
and 33 international organizations
have all offered assistance to Japan.
In addition to their own forces, the
Japanese government has begun using
twenty thousand American soldiers
based around Japan. Although the
relationship between U.S. military
bases and the locals surrounding them
have always been tense, The Daily
Yomiuri reports that these "coordinated
relief activities at the disaster sites are
expected to deepen the Japan-U.S.
alliance." In an incredibly rare public
address, the Emperor of Japan, Akihito,
urged people not to give up hope: "I
hope from the bottom of my heart
that the people will, hand in hand,
treat each other with compassion and
overcome these difficult times."

WORLD NEWS
UPDATES
London:
Representatives from over 40 countries gathered in London on
Tuesday, March 29. They seek to put additional pressure and
sanctions on the Libyan government.

Tunisia:
After successfully toppling the regime, Tunisian revolutionaries

established an interim government and abolished the secret police.
Former prisoner, blogger, and freedom activist Slim Amamou is
now serving as Minister of State.

Syria:
President Assad accepted the resignation of his cabinet on Tuesday
March 29 in a desperate attempt to appease protestors. A new
government is to be appointed. Assad has charged outgoing Prime
Minister Muhammad Naji Otari with overseeing the government
until that time. Assad is expected to lift the bans on civil liberties.
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Civil War Rages in Libya: International
Involvement and Internal Disorder
by Katie Davenport '14
World Staff

Libya
Turmoil recently erupted within
Libya, a North African oil-rich
nation under the control of Colonel
Muammar el-Qaddafi. In February
2011, the unrest swept through several
Libyan cities, beginning with a rather
organized group of anti-government
opponents in Benghazi. The opposition
quickly spread to the capital of Tripoli.
Colonel Qaddafi responded with
violence, but the opposition seemed
to form a transitional government
and a rebel army, portraying itself to
both the West and other Libyans as
an alternative to Colonel Qaddafi's
several decades of rule.
However, a shift in control soon
transpired, and the rebels, lacking guns,
also confronted the possibility of being
outnumbered. According to The New
York Times, Colonel Qaddafi's troops
advanced towards the rebel stronghold of
Benghazi. When the troops were within
100 miles of reaching that destination,
the United Nations Security Council
voted to authorize military action and
imposed a no-fly zone, a dangerous
foreign intervention endeavoring to
prevent a bloody defeat of the rebels by
loyalist power.
The New York Times reports that on
March 19, American and European
forces began striking against Colonel
Qaddafi and his government, releasing
warplanes and missiles. The next day,
rebel forces began to regroup in the east
as allied warplanes destroyed numerous
government-owned armored vehicles
near Benghazi, leaving burned wreckage

COURTESY OF NY DAILY NEWS

Libyan rebels celebrate as international airstrikes allow them to advance in their struggle.

along the coastal road to the city. On
March 21, European nations rejected
Libyan claims that civilians were killed
in the American and European air and
sea strikes. In addition, Qaddafi forces
reported that they were holding out
against the allied campaign. During
the following days, airstrikes continued
against pro-Qaddafi forces, but the
forces showed no indication of ending
their siege of rebel cities. Furthermore,
there was conflict among the allied
forces over how to manage the military
campaign in Libya. On March 27,
NATO Allies decided to take on the
whole military operation in Libya.
The next day, American and European
bombs destroyed Colonel Qaddifi's most
important stronghold of support in
Sirte, his tribal homeland. The damage
from the Western airstrikes caused the
loyalists to withdraw and flee westward,
allowing the rebel army to recapture

two oil refineries and a strategic port.
Overall, the crisis in Libya has raised
an important issue over whether the
battle is really a conflict between a harsh
dictator and a democratic opposition
or if the fight is a tribal civil war. The
answer to that question could determine
the outcome of the Libyan uprising and
the results of the Western intervention.
According to The New York Times, the
West intends for airstrikes to enable the
rebels to unite and have a democratic
revolution that forces Colonel Qaddafi
out of power. In contrast, Qaddafi
believes that the revolt is a tribal war
that will either result in his triumph
or a mere extended period of chaos.
"It is a very important question that
is terribly near impossible to answer,"
explains Paul Sullivan, a Georgetown
University political scientist who has
studied Libya. "It could be a very big
surprise when Qaddafi leaves and we

find out who we are really dealing with."
Skeptics of the rebels' democratic
commitment attribute their uncertainty
to Libya's brutal past. Before Colonel
Qaddafi seized power in 1969, Libya
could barely be regarded as a country.
The area was divided into three separate
provinces where tribal killings and
violence were principle forms of justice.
Qaddafi tried to combine the three
provinces into one state, but he did not
relax the violent culture and animosities.
There were also many tribal rivalries
in Libya, but Colonel Qaddafi actually
did put forth some changes that helped
the conflicts fade. The New York Times
explains that Qaddafi came to power
right before Libya's oil boom, tapping
into the new wealth to provide schools,
hospitals, and other benefits for the poor
population. Libya gradually became
urban. Many of the people flocked to
the growing cities, now living mixed
together with other tribes. For a while,
Qaddafi attempted to block out any
outside influence from Libya; he even
banned the teaching of English. He later
realized that the country's prosperity
somewhat depended on lessons from
abroad. The result of the education
was a generation of wealthy, young,
English-speaking Libyans educated
abroad. Qaddafi's son, Saif al-Islam elQaddafi, fits this description and he
became the public advocator of a more
democratic system. During the revolt,
however, he sounded determined to
defeat the rebels like his father desired.
Thus, the success or failure of the
rebellion in Libya may depend on
whether the population can surpass its
tribal past and draw upon the Western
support and influence provided. Either
way, the rebellion is an extremely

DID OBAMA RESPOND WELL TO LIBYA?
NO!

YES!

by Chris Pedraita '13
Guest Columnist

by Adam Staropoli '13
World Staff

Opinion

Opinion

This year much of the Middle East has been rocked by unrest. Success in
Tunisia and Egypt has initiated uprisings in Libya against Muammar Qaddafi.
As the leading world power, the U.S. has played major roles in military
actions up to this point. On March 18, the day before Operation Odysseys Dawn
commenced, President Obama told the U.S. public that no U.S. ground troops
would be committed to this action, and so far his promise has held true. This
move would seem to be an attempt to avoid another Iraq. The U.N. Resolution
so far has only been to protect the people of Libya and not depose Gaddafi.
Now after a week of military actions, there seems to be several problems
that both the U.S. leaders and American people have with the president's
actions. Where is he going with his plans? The president has not consulted
Congress, he has unilaterally ordered U.S. forces to support NATO and other
coalition efforts and, worst of all, he has chosen to address the American people
after more than a week of military action. First of all, the President Obama's
promise to not use ground forces most likely would serve to either show that
he was not completely committed to this cause. Qaddafi needs to be coerced
into talks with dissidents. By refusing to use ground troops before any action
started, the U.S. is sending a weak message. With the recent destabilization
of the Middle East, how can America afford to look weak? The answer is that
America cannot, especially after Obama's poor handling of the crisis in Egypt.
Since Obama has committed other U.S. forces to the cause, yet is not prepared to
use ground troops, he wants to appear as if there is a clear plan. Another major
criticism has been that Obama has not appropriately consulted Congress. Now,
whether he is constitutionally allowed to permit such military action is a matter
for Constitutional scholars. The problem is the hypocritical status of Obama's
actions. He was not a supporter of the war in Iraq from the beginning, and
criticized Bush for his handling of the war, yet Obama has organized this effort
without the consultation of the legislative branch. What is worse is that he
has yet to address the American people. For a president that was elected on a
platform of transparency, this just adds to the list of further unclear government
actions. It appears America will have to wait and hear what Obama has to
say when he addresses the nation. Until then, America should be asking itself
not whether the action was Constitutional, but whether the man has become
a complete hypocrite in regards to his campaign platform and whether he can
truly handle crises in foreign countries properly.

Though others may disagree, the president is keeping the interests and
symbolic presence of the U.S. in mind with his stance with Libya. With Libya
in the Arab cradle of Revolution, the administration is worried that a lengthy
or failed revolutionary effort could have negative impacts on the stable yet slow
transitions currently occurring in Tunisia and Egypt. There is no doubt that the
administration is considering the risks to the oil industry, such as rising gas
prices and slowed recovery of the economy. They are monitoring the potential
risks in unstable regimes hostile to American diplomacy, and are willing to act
militarily to prevent such outcomes. Yet, as a country which prides itself on
being the "shining light of democracy" for the world, the U.S. should rightfully
heed the calls of people under the constraints of a vicious regime.
From the very beginning, Obama had promised a multilateral coalition
based response to Libya, a policy far from the unilateral one President Bush
utilized in the previous decade. This was a brilliant choice as it established a
stronger responsibility on our European allies, in particular the British and
the French, which had not shared responsibility for Iraq and Afghanistan
(though some may argue they had none). With a reduced resource and
military responsibility, the American economy does not have to be strained
over a third conflict. Furthermore, the coalition forces are more motivated to
complete the strategy as each has a financial and resource requirement. In his
decision, President Obama effectively prevented America's sole entrance and
entanglement into another expensive foreign war.
Does the president even have the right to send troops without the consent
of Congress? This question can be answered quite simply. As the president
is the commander-in-chief, he is head of the military. Furthermore Congress
does have the sole right to establish any army, but it is crucial to know that the
soldiers, who are being used currently, are members of the U.N. peacekeepers
mission. Yes, they are American troops, but they are specifically provided for
peacekeeping needs, as prescribed by membership in the U.N. Though critics
may say that the U.S. will be forced to maintain the peacekeeping effort, it is
crucial to know that the American troops actually only make up less than 1
percent of all deployed peacekeeping troops (the European Union contributes
about 4.5 percent). In truth, the president, within his bounds of power, made
the best decision he could.
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This Week In History
By Adam Staropoli '14, World Staff
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March 25,1957 - The European Economic Community (the
precursor to the European Union) is established.
March 26,1484 - William Caxton prints the English
translations of Aesop's Fables.
March 27,1958 - Nikita Khrushchev becomes Premier of the
Soviet Union.
March 28,1930 - Constantinople changes its name of
Istanbul.

March 29,1973 - The last U.S. combat soldiers leave
Vietnam.
March 30, 240 BC - The first recorded sighting of Halley's
Comet.
March 31,1854 - Commodore Matthew Perry signs the
Treaty of Kanagawa, opening Japan to trade.

U.N. and NATO
Intervene in Libya

Tax Policy Contributes
to Budget Crisis

by Lynnzie Marinaccio '13
World Staff

by Arman Oganisian '13
World Editor

International

United States

The escalating violence and conflict that has been occurring in Libya since
February has undoubtedly gained worldwide attention and concern. As the
situation continued to become more threatening to the Libyan citizens, the United
Nations Security Council was prompted to act. After much deliberation and
discussion, the council passed a resolution on Thursday, March 18. The resolution
gave the U.N. the right to impose a no-fly zone over Libya. The resolution states
that the U.N. has the ability to "take all necessary measures...to protect civilians
and civilian populated areas under threat or attack in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,"
as reported by CNN.
Ten out of 15 countries on the Security Council approved the resolution
while five—Brazil, China, Germany, India, and Russia—abstained from voting.
Almost immediately after the resolution was passed, anti-Qaddafi groups began
celebrating in Benghazi, complete with cheering, flag-waving, and firework
launching. As of Thursday, March 24, control of the no-fly zone and arms ban
was handed over to NATO. NATO officials met on Sunday, March 27, to discuss
taking charge of the entire Libya mission. Doing so would require the approval
of all 28 members of NATO. Some countries, such as Turkey, are more reluctant
than others to consent to the alliance command, since this could mean bombing
both Qaddafi's forces and the opposition forces in order to protect the civilians as
much as possible. Meanwhile, the air strikes against Qaddafi's forces have been
continuing, as warplanes and Tomahawk cruise missiles bomb Libya's military
forces, including their troops, communication posts, and air defenses. According
to Vice Admiral William E. Gortney, the director of the joint staff at the Pentagon,
the air campaign has complicated Qaddafi's ability to supply and communicate
with his soldiers, but has not yet succeeded in incapacitating of his forces. Pro
Qaddafi forces, in an attempt to maintain support, announced via state television
that all military officers will be promoted and given increased pay. According to
The New York Times, NATO officials stated that the no-fly zone would last about
three months, but officials at the Pentagon believe that it might last much longer.
NATO deliberations occurred Sunday night in Brussels, Belgium. For many
countries, the main concern was whether or not the adopted U.N. Security
Council's resolution would imply bombing rebel forces as well as Qaddafi's forces.
The Obama administration's interpretation of the resolution is that whatever
is necessary to protect civilians must be done, including the bombing of the
opposition. The headquarters of the NATO command will be located in Naples,
Italy, and a sub-command station will be located at an airbase in Izmir, Turkey.
NATO officials have already implemented a naval embargo of Libya. As reported
by CNN, the use of the airbase in Turkey is instrumental in this mission, since it
adds to NATO's dependability in dealing with a Muslim nation.

Congress narrowly avoided a government shutdown earlier this year.
Now, two weeks before another shutdown, the White House and Democratic
legislatures struggle to design another budget, aiming to appease both parties.
The Democratic proposal contains spending cuts totaling $20 billion, a
significantly greater amount than they formerly offered to cut, reports The Wall
Street Journal. It is unknown whether the new budget will satisfy Republicans,
who demanded a cut of $60 billion. The proposed $20 billion will add to the
$10 billion in previous cuts.
Republicans face increasing pressure from their conservative constituents
as well as the Tea Party. According to The Wall Street Journal, Tea Party members
already expressed dismay over inadequate spending cuts. This added anxiety
complicates any attempt at bi-partisanship. Both sides remain rigid in terms of
spending and to what degree they want to cut.
Simultaneously, lawmakers face the troubling prospect of raising the
federal debt ceiling. Republicans have been hesitant to increase the ceiling
despite Federal Bank Chairman Ben Bernanke's support. Bernanke claimed
that using the budget issue as a political football would disable the ability to
raise the debt ceiling and force the government to default on its loans, causing
economic disaster.
The budget crisis is just as rampant on the state level. State strategy is
not unlike the federal approach. Spending cuts are necessary, however the
problem stretches beyond mere overspending. Robert Frank attributes the
predicament to state taxing policies. Frank points to the overdependence of
state tax revenue on the rich.
The statistics are staggering. Before the recession, nearly half of California's
income tax revenue came from the top one percent of earners. In New York, the
top one percent paid 41 percent of the state's tax revenue. In New Jersey and
Connecticut, they paid 40 percent. In Illinois, the top 15 percent of earners paid
for more than 50 percent of the state's income tax.
Brad Williams, a former economic forecaster for California, has been
cautioning state policy makers against nurturing this dependence on the
wealthy. He argues that they form the most volatile income bracket. In New
York, the top one percent of taxpayers contributes more to the annual tax
swings than all the other taxpayers combined, according to a study by the
Rockefeller Institute of Government. The 16 percent drop in income for the top
one percent between 2007 and 2008 supports this claim. U.S. taxpayers as a
whole saw a relatively small four percent drop in income.
"We created a revenue cliff," said Williams, according to The Wall Street
Journal. "We built a large part of our government on the state's most unstable
income group."
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By Joe Lepri ’12,

World Staff

Tsunami Bears Economic Repercussions
The recent earthquake in Japan
caused the country all sorts of problems
from the tsunami that followed to the
increasing problems at Japan's nuclear
power plants. Japan boasts the world's
third largest economy, behind the
United States and China, respectively.
It is evident that this disaster will also
have effects on our economy in the
U.S. as well as Japan's. Initial effects on
our economy included the Dow Jones
dropping significantly in the week
following the disaster.
The disaster also caused companies
like Honda and Toyota to stop
operations temporarily. These halts
in production have likely given short
term advantages to U.S. automakers
like Ford. Apple Computer Inc.
saw its stock show a little volatility
following the earthquake, and just
recently noted that the disaster has
also caused a shortage for lithium ion
batteries that are a key component
in many of their products. However,
Apple's stock recovered quickly and
has recently traded above $350 when it
had dropped to under $330 per share
during the week following the disaster
in Japan.
Another company that has been
affected by the disaster in Japan is
Delta Airlines, the second largest

COURTESY OF AUTO SPECTATOR

The Japanese car industry took a major hit. Honda and Toyota have temporarily halted production.

airline in the United States. The
company announced last week that
2011 revenue will drop 250 million U.S.
dollars to 400 million dollars due to the
crisis in Japan. Aviation Week reported
that "JWJith as much as 70 percent
of Delta's Asia traffic going through
Japan-compared with an estimated 30
percent for United Airlines, the next
most exposed U.S. carrier—J.P. Morgan
analyst Jamie Baker believes the pain
could be worse. He calculates that 9.5
percent of Delta's total revenue is at
risk." Delta's stock is also now trading
at about 10 percent lower than it was
before the earthquake in Japan.
It is also worth analyzing what effects

Japan's recovery efforts will have in the
future. The U.S. dollar will likely be
impacted because of the ties Japan has
to our economy. According to the U.S.
Department of Treasury, Japan is the
second largest holder of U.S. Treasury
securities, second only
to China,
excluding the Federal Reserve.
Many people have speculated that
Japan may decide to sell U.S. securities
in order to fund their recovery efforts.
With rising deficits, the U.S. needs
people to buy securities instead of
selling them in mass. Clearly, there
is reason for concern. According to
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co,
"Japan may sell some of its foreign

holdings, including U.S. debt, to
finance increased spending after the
country's strongest earthquake left
millions without electricity or water."
The precious metal company ITM
Trading Inc was quick to point out
that "not only is Japan likely to stop
buying our debt, but they are also
more likely to start selling what they
already own to obtain more cash."
The Federal Reserve is going to have
to increase its purchasing by printing
more money in order to combat
Japan's likely falloff. Ultimately, the
dollar will fall in value which is why
they are advertising gold as a safe bet
for investors.
These are just a few of the many
ways in which Japan's disaster has
already affected our economy and
how it will continue to do so in the
future. Companies like Apple and
Delta have already seen the effects on
their operations. It's not a foregone
conclusion how the dollar will
react,because we cannot just assume
that Japan will start to unload U.S.
treasuries. Regardless, it is clear that
Japan's disaster and recovery efforts
will continue to affect the United States.

________ Roommates and Externalities_______
By: Arman Oganisian '13, World Editor

In economics, externalities are defined as the costs or benefits of a transaction sustained by
someone who had no part in the transaction itself. Negative externalities are incurred costs and
positive externalities are incurred benefits.
Negative externalities occur everywhere. I can recount several incidences of waking up at 6:00
a.m. to the noise of drilling and heavy construction, after which I learn that the city government
hired contractors to fix the road in front of my house. 1 had no choice in that transaction yet 1
suffer a cost...waking up incredibly early.
On the other hand, one could also benefit from a similar transaction. Let's presume your
neighborhood has a skunk problem, and your neighbor is fed up with it and decides to take
matters into his own hands. He takes out a loan and buys two high-powered laser turrets for
his front and back yards. You, as his neighbor, unintentionally benefit from your neighbor's
transaction. The laser will kill skunks in the area and solve the pest problem for both you and
him. This is sometimes called a "spillover effect." The benefit is spilled over.
Everyone has the messy roommate. Maybe you're the messy roommate. If so, externalities mean
the world to you. Your roommate, believing that "cleanliness is next to godliness," exchanges her
time and incurs an opportunity cost to clean the room. You, the messy one who did not make this
transaction, incur a positive externality. On the other hand, if your roommate does not clean, he/
she experiences a negative externality from your decision to not clean.

by Arman Oganisian '13, World Editor
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FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY
Summer Courses
On Campus Courses:
1-Week Sessions:
May 25 - June 1
August 3-9

4-Week Sessions:

Subject Areas:
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Communication
Economics
English
Film
Foreign Languages

History
Mathematics
Philosophy
Physics
Psychology
Religious Studies
Sociology
Studio Arts

June 6-July 1
July 5 - August 1

Summer Registration Starts April 4th
Course details and online registration:

Over 50 Online
Courses Offered!

fairfield.edu/ucsummer

Expanding Knowledge.

Or register by calling (203) 254-4288
ucsummerclasses@fairfield.edu

Inspiring Lives.

poetry & series
fiction
the

BRYANT

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
The Bryant University Graduate School of Business prepares students for success in their
chosen professions. As a graduate, you will join an impressive alumni community that
includes industry leaders across the country and around the world.
The Bryant MBA One-Year Program
Full-time, day program for all majors
• No professional experience necessary
• Distinguish yourself in a competitive job market
• Gain hands-on experience with the Business Practicum

The Bryant MBA Two-Year Program
Part-time, evening program for professionals from any field
• Develop high-level business skills for long-term career success
• Enter and progress through the program with a supportive team
• Build your network while enhancing your resume
The Bryant Master of Professional Accountancy (MPAc)
Full-time, day program for accounting majors
• Meets the 150 hour requirement for CPA licensure
• Complete in Summer/Fall, Summer/Summer, Fall/Spring or Spring/Summer
• Tax concentration available with Summer/Fall or Summer/Summer plan
The Bryant Master of Science in Taxation (MST)
Part-time, evening program for tax professionals
• Build an expertise in all areas of taxation
• Network with tax executives and industry professionals
• Flexible scheduling options

Learn More About What Bryant University Graduate School Has to Offer
www.bryant.edu/gradschool • 401-232-6230

Bryant

Graduate School of Business

UNIVERSITY

Smithfield, Rhode Island 02917

1150 Douglas Pike

WEDNESDAY

april 6,2011
“30 I’M. • MOORE HALL I

Thomas Cobb, professor of English at
Rhode Island College, is the author of
the novels Crazy Heart and Shavetail,
and the short story collection, Acts of
Contrition. Cobb will read from Crazy
Heart, upon which the movie, Crazy
Heart, was based. The movie won two
Oscars in 2010, including the Best
Actor award for lead actor Jeff Bridges.
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Amtrak Prone to Attack!
Security Seems to be Lacking on Trains, and It Has One Frequent Passenger Concerned
by Genevieve Ilg '14
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY

In preparation for a trip abroad
this summer, I have begun to
acquaint myself with the security
regulations
for
traveling
on
airplanes. For obvious reasons, there
is extremely tight security before
boarding a plane. However, there are
other forms of transportation that
do not require such strict attention.
In particular, Amtrak does not take
ample measures to secure the safety
of its passengers, yet the threat of
terrorism remains a concern.
I frequently take the train from
Providence to Newark Penn Station.
If anyone has paid close attention to
the regulations regarding traveling
via train, it is clear that bags are not
checked and people are not searched.
Theoretically, anyone can carry any
substance or item on his or her person
or pack it in his or her luggage. If this
is not unnerving enough, depending
on the station, security is not always
present. During the afternoon at
the Providence Station, there are
no guards visible. There are guards
with dogs at the larger train stations,
such as South and Union Stations.
However, they serve as nothing
more than figureheads who claim to
be protecting passengers. In short, it

is mind-boggling how easy it is for
someone to pose a serious threat to
the users of Amtrak.
In the post-9/11 mindset, terrorism
plagues the minds of Americans. It is
such a serious offense that the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) has
imposed strict security procedures at

country. However, it is illogical to
assume that terrorist attacks can only
occur on airplanes.
A
devastating,
yet
surreal,
example is the terrorist attack against
London on July 7, 2005. This day, also
remembered as 7/7, consisted of a
series of coordinated suicide attacks

our nation's airports. However, the
United States seems to be reactive
instead of proactive. Unfortunately,
it took the events of 9/11 to serve as
a wake-up call to federal agencies
and a catalyst for security regulation
reform. But all of the funding for and
attention to such reform has been
geared toward the specific means
of transportation used to attack our

upon Londoners using the public
transport system during the morning
rush hour. During that morning, four
militants detonated four bombs, three
on London underground trains in
quick succession, and a fourth bomb
an hour later on a double-decker bus
in Tavistock Square. Fifty-six people,
including the four bombers, were
killed by the attacks, and about 700

were injured. It is clear, then, that evil
has no limits, and terrorism seeks
no end. Since the only precaution
our country has taken has been to
address the security regulations
at our airports, we lag behind our
European neighbors.
Modernized railway stations in
Western Europe and Romania have
video surveillance systems. The body
scanner, which some European cities
are thinking about implementing
inside railway stations, is finally
being recognized as an important
piece of technology that will provide
the same safety conditions found
in airports. "It's not just the video
surveillance systems, but everything
related to railway safety," said to
Alex Vladutoiu, managing director
of Alfred Net, a supplier of security
solutions in Romania. That's right.
The leader in railway safety and
security regulation is the small Eastern
European country of Romania.
During fiscal year 2010 (Oct. 2009 Sept. 2010), Amtrak welcomed aboard
more than 28.7 million passengers;
this is the largest annual total in
Amtrak's history. An average of more
than 78,000 passengers ride more than
300 Amtrak trains nationwide per
day. That's 78,000 opportunities per
day that an attack on an Amtrak train
could take place. Safe travels!

photo courtesy of trentonian.com

Calling All Students: Courtesy Wins
by Emily Corr '13
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS

It's 6:15 p.m. at Raymond Hall
Cafeteria. It's been a long Monday.
Your alarm clock never went off, so
you get ready in a rush after taking
the world's coldest shower. You run to
class only to realize you've forgotten
your notebook, so you scramble for
a loose piece of paper as you catch
your breath. You then realize your
professor is distributing a quiz. Oh
crap, forgot about that one. Your day
continues as such, adding a couple of
clumsy trips over your own feet and
spills of food all over your clothes,
and now it's dinnertime. You've
been looking forward to just sitting
down for 30 minutes with friends
before you rush off to the library to
finish that 10 page paper that has
been stalled by writer's block. But
just as you step past Dot at the card
swipe, you're thrown into a jungle
of hungry, cranky college students—
just like you. It's practically feeding
time at the zoo as people shove past
you, intent only on themselves,
putting together their meal so they
can sit with their friends and enjoy
their dinner. This selfish attitude

displayed by your peers only makes
you more irritable, and so you
absorb their single-minded ways —
only you are aware of the person
you are shoving to the side as you
reach for a cup to fill with water.
It's a sad truth, but we live in a
single-minded world where people
are always rushing to complete their
own tasks, without any regard for
those around them. "I have a paper
to write, so get out of my way." We
may never actually say this, but our
actions certainly scream it. Whether

need to remind ourselves to take
a step back and look at where we
are. We're always running off to
study for an exam or to get to a
club meeting, but more often than
not, we're complaining about these
things. Why? When did school
become a chore, something that had
to be done? And clubs—why do we
complain so much about the things
we love to do? You don't have to be
at PC, and you don't have to be a
college student. Many people in the
world are not as fortunate as us and

SO INSTEAD OF ‘GETTING EVEN/
GET COURTEOUS.
it be the classic eye roll or shoving
past people to get a cup at Ray, we're
always running on our own time. If
anyone is slowing us down, they're
going down.
But wait a second. Think about
what you're unkindly shoving the
person in front of you for—a cup.
Yes, it's as stupid as it sounds. How
often do we display hostile actions
towards our peers for reasons as
futile as filling a glass of water or
starting our paper at 7:30 as opposed
to 7:34? Rein it in, buddy. The water
can wait. Just breathe.
As college students, we often

would give up everything to take
our places here. So if anything, do it
for them. Don't complain about that
paper; write it and find the good in
it. We've become so caught up in
complaining about school that we've
forgotten to learn.
Not to mention the fact that we've
become so caught up in our own
lives that we do not even realize
how much we talk about ourselves.
If you're not happy, then why do
you enjoy talking about it so much?
Stop complaining and do something
about it. It's not all about you—your
friends are going through the same

thing, so be kind and ask them how
they are doing.
So instead of "getting even,"
get courteous. Don't roll your eyes
at someone if they accidentally
bump into you. Give them a smile
and move on. Just as if you were
having a terrible day, a warm smile
from a stranger could make all the
difference. You never know what
other people are going through, so
treat everyone with courtesy and
respect. The worst that can happen
is they don't notice right away.
But something to keep in mind
through all of this is that we need
to remember to be courteous to
ourselves. No, it's not selfish —it's
healthy. If you do not have respect for
yourself, you can never have respec*
for others. Think about it. When
we're angry, we take out our anger
on others. But when we're happy,
all we want to do is hug everyone
and tell them how wonderful they
are. If you are courteous to yourself,
you can be more courteous towards
others. It's a delightful cycle. Just
remember—all you wanted when
you were feeling down was to look
up and see a warm smile from
someone, anyone. Be that person
Be the one who people look to when
they need a pick-me-up. It's a step in
the direction of a more fulfilling life,
and a neater cup stack at Ray.
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Letter to the Editor
Senior Annoyed With Underclassmen Take on PC Drinking
It gets really frustrating that every year there is always so much commentary
on the drinking that occurs here at PC. I appreciate articles that stress the
importance of moderation and safe drinking habits. I believe there were plenty
of well-written and insightful articles found in the March 10 issue of The Cowl.
However, some of the articles came across as downright condescending.
I found it almost comical how some of the younger writers of the The Cowl staff,
especially those who have been here for less than a full year, believe they know
everything about the "party scene" that occurs at Providence College. Though you
claim you don't need first hand experience with drinking to know what's going
on here at PC, you completely misunderstand what the term "going out" means.
As a student who lives off campus, I can testify that a weekend night doesn't
entail us upperclassmen opening our doors to the hoards of underclassmen that
come streaming down Eaton Street. These freshmen, of course, wouldn't know
this, considering they don't venture to the dangerous streets off campus. Sure,
we who live off campus like to have a good time, and yes, there is most likely
alcohol involved. Honestly, we're big grown ups in college who can make our
own decisions, as can the boys and girls in your class. So, a word to the wise:
don't go ranting about things you don't really know all that much about.

- Pat O'Brien '11

Event Season at PC:
Take Pity on the Planners
by Jayo Miko Macasaquit 'll
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS

Friends, there are a lot of goddamn
events happening around this time
of year. Every single member of
every single club is literally doing
somersaults just so you can spend a
minute at each of their eight million
events. The kiosks are getting fuller
and fuller, the flyers are carpeting the
grounds, every chalkboard is filled, and

The harder they've worked on it, the
harder they'll work at making sure that
people will get there. They'll constantly
have to think of new ways to reach
out to students who are increasingly
becoming uninterested. As I write
this, I'm struggling not to shamelessly
advertise BMSA's Cultural Jamboree
on April 9 at 5 p.m. in Lower Slavin,
the biggest event BMSA has ever had.
An event with so much food, crafts,
games, performers, free t-shirts, and
activities, that you'll want to explode
after attending it.
Have empathy for these dedicated
folk, for they spend weeks, days, and

An Ethical Dilemma and
A Twist of Fate
by Jenn DiPirro T2
Asst. Commentary Editor
REFLECTION

I woke up Sunday morning after
what had been a long night. I was a true
Saturday Knight, if you will pardon my
triteness. I drank the largest Gatorade
I could find and headed straight for
the couch with little to no intention
of ever leaving. Then my plans were
interrupted when my roommate came
in and begged me to go to the grocery
store with her.
I didn't need anything but I know
I certainly hate going alone. I'm the
type of person who talks to strangers.
For example, if an old lady is boxing
me out (as they all tend to do while
they scrutinize their coupons for the
17th time) and preventing me from
getting down the aisle, I always make
eye contact with the younger people
around me. But still, sometimes

all night or you have to sleep with one
leg out of the blanket. I was annoyed,
so I was excited to get out of the car.
When we finally got to the store,
nothing exceptional happened except
for these cute little boy scouts who
were out in the front selling candy bars.
I overheard one kid say the funniest
thing to his fellow scout. He looked at
him and said, "You should stand back
here with me because you are covering
our sign." I laughed because it was
so bossy, but I also laughed because
the kid is a future marketer. I mean,
he already understands the point of
purchase displays!
She got her groceries.
The
fluorescent lighting was unpleasant.
Walking was unpleasant. But then we
got to the produce department, which,
I thought was kind of a peculiar store
layout. You almost never see produce
last. Anyway, we were in the organic
section when I looked down and
noticed 20 bucks on the floor.
So here it is, the ethical struggle.

...IT’S NOT LIKE IT WAS 100 BUCKS.
IT WAS JUST A 20.
people are in a bad mood because
there were no more cheese puffs
on the shelf and that was their sole
reason for leaving the house that day
and they don't feel like talking to a
weirdo like me. I try to avoid meeting
angry people, as a general rule of
thumb, so that's why I prefer to go
with a buddy or my mommy.
So I had some sympathy for my
roommate and went along for the ride.
For some reason, she felt the need to
go to the Stop & Shop in Lincoln and
then she also felt the need to take all
the back roads. So it took us about 20
minutes to get there when there are
several perfectly good grocery stores
closer to Providence College. I don't
know, I guess she likes wasting gas.
Other than a few potholes that made
me want to toss my cookies, it wasn't a
bad ride. "Fast Car" by Tracy Chapman
came on the radio and I hadn't heard
that song in a long time, so things were
looking up a bit. It was kind of one of
those awkward temperature situations
in the car. I was wearing a North Face
and the heat wasn't on, but I was hot.
I had to roll down the window. Then
it got kind of cold again. I don't know,
I just hate awkward temperatures, like
when you kick your covers on and off

Take it or turn it in to someone? Now,
I would like to think that I live in a
world where people turn in other
people's lost property. But the thing
is, if I brought cash to the customer
service desk, the bratty 17-year-old
working the counter would probably
just pocket it for herself and use it
to get her acrylics filled. Therein lies
the dilemma.
It had been such a bad day that I
kind of just decided to take it because
it's not like it was 100 bucks. It was just
a 20. But then I thought, what if it was
some old granny's grocery money who
gets that cash from her social security
check? Or what if it belonged to some
excited 11-year-old who earned the
money from cleaning a garage? So I
decided to ask the people around me if
they had dropped it. Nobody claimed
it, so I took it.
I guess the moral of this story is that
you can be rewarded for doing things
that you don't want to do. I did not
want to go to the store, but I did. I left
with more money than when I entered
and my roommate left the store with
less. I guess that's her karma. Don't
make people do things that they don't
want to do.

BROWN 15 - 24 YEAR OLDS NEEDED
you'd be pressed to find a blank spot on
the ground that does not have an event
written on it. If I were a regular student
at Providence College during this time
of year, I'd be so overwhelmed by these
stimuli that I would not know what to
do with myself.
This might be the disgustingly
involved programmer in me, but
this is definitely not your cue to start
ignoring your programmer friends.
However robotic their statuses have
become, however incessant they are on
texting you a reminder about an event,
however many hundred events they
invite you to, I urge you all to take pity
m them and hear them out. As likely as
it is that the school year is drawing to
a close, it's even more likely that their
biggest events, the ones they've most
worked on during the school year, are
finally happening.

late nights on these events, with little
to no reward. Student event planners
balance school work and their personal
lives on top of their involvements, and
call this extremely corny if you wish,
but it's for the benefit of all of you. The
least you can do is check out an event
page on Facebook, and at the very
most you can see these amazing events
come to life.
If anything, it's a free or cheap meal
for the night. It's a break you can take
from studying for an hour or two. It's a
favor to a girl who, at this very moment,
is crying in the back of some closet for
an hour because of event stress. It's a
favor to a fellow PC student who has
your best interests in mind. The hard
work has already been done for you,
friends. All you need to do is show up.
photo courtesy of the author

FOR A RESEARCH STUDY

> Brown University is testing whether a medication reduces
marijuana craving and use.

> Participation involves several visits to our office over
approximately 7 weeks and answering questions about
your mood and behavior on a handheld computer during
that time.
> You must be 15 to 24 years old to be in this
study.
> If you are younger than 18 years old, you must
have your parents’ permission to be in this study.
> You will be paid up to $570 your participation.

To learn more about this study, call or email Jackie:
(401) 863-6692 ♦ teens@brown.edu
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Freshman Refutes Sweeping
Claim on Campus Drinking
by Adam Staropoli '14
Guest Commentary
RESPONSE

Everyone has the right to express
his or her opinions and comment on
the environment that he or she lives
in. However, students who act like
vultures looking down their beaks at
the vermin below them are considered
nothing more than pests on campus.
After
reading
Beatriz
Forster's
commentary, she was untactful in
her approach, for her article painted
an inaccurate picture of our campus
environment.
Her
most
recent
contribution to The Cowl on March
10 was outlandishly offensive and
an overgeneralization of Providence
College's student body.
Let me first say that she and those
who wrote their commentary on the

Beatriz presents the information used
to support her argument as fact. But I
can say with confidence that those who
do drink do not go into it knowing
that they will not remember the night.
"Blacking out" is not a goal, and it is
hardly a common outcome.
My main problem with this ignorant
commentary is that it comes off as
extremely judgmental. She fails to
disapprove of irresponsible drinking.
Beatriz instead equates those who do
drink responsibly as the stereotypical
group of college drinkers. What a
cliche! Clearly what Beatriz observes
(the skimpy outfits, the hooking up,
and the vomiting) is actually not
representative of what is, but rather
just what she sees. Apparently, people
who pride themselves in not drinking
by finding alternatives to the drinking
culture seem to enjoy building a
"holier-than-thou" sentiment, or so
says the vocal representative of the
non-drinking community on campus.

FORSTER'S COMMENTARY COULD NOT
HAVE BEEN MORE IGNORANT.
issues concerning the PC populace
and alcohol raised valid points. It is
true that the majority of the students
here at PC do engage in social, yet
illegal, drinking, at levels that may
not be viewed as proper or safe. Still,
Forster's commentary on the state of
the drinking culture at PC could not
have been more ignorant. Her piece
included a strong tone of judgment
against those who acted in a way
which she so strongly spoke against.
Beatriz is very wrong to assume
that every single PC student who
engages in social drinking is either a
"biddie," who prides herself in her
skimpy outfits and her high heels, or a
sexual predator, whose main goal is to
get drunk and hook up with as many
"biddies" as he can on Eaton Street.

The drinking culture here at PC should
not be exclusively reduced to the
negative stereotype of irresponsible
drinking.
I urge those that have this "holierthan-thou" sentiment to reconsider
their
judgmental
attitudes.
I
understand that alcohol does not need
to be present to have a good time. A
fun time is completely independent
of alcohol, though some may argue
that alcohol can augment it. Still, do
not push your vicious views on those
who may do something you do not
approve of, especially if you have no
real understanding of what it involves
and instead judge based on what
you might see. In short, commentary
articles should be free from blunt
attacks and blatant ignorance.

Have an Opinion?
Let's Hear It.
Send a Letter to the Editor
to
thecowl@providence.edu
Cyberfried. Course registration is in the air, and that means actually checking
your Friarbox for the first time since 2010. It also means meeting with your
advisor and having to dodge questions about mid-semester grades and future
career plans. There's nothing quite like registration time; thank goodness it only
comes around twice a year. It astounds me how it always so conveniently manages
to fall during arguably the most stressful and chaotic point in the semester. As
if worrying about term papers, presentations, and exams weren't enough, you
have to allot a given time for going on ratemyprofessor.com to scope out your
best shot at an easy A in a theology core, which, all things considered, can be
quite time consuming. The next hurdle is writing down all of the CRNs for the
classes you want to take, and then acknowledging the fact that your second day
registration slot is not going to get you into any of them. This, of course, leads to
writing phony e-mails to be sent to merciless department chairs begging them
to over-enroll you, which nine times out of 10 fails epically, depending on what
department you're dealing with and how big the professor's God-complex is.
And then it all comes down to an early mid-week wake-up and how fast your
fingers can type four-digit numbers. It's especially fun when Cyberfriar freezes
midway through the selection process. That's when you wind up in courses like:
History of Clay Pots, something every professional school loves to see. Good luck
with registration PC, and for all of my fellow second-dayers, perhaps we should
start drafting our phony emails to department chairs now. — Kerry Vaughan '12
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Tangents & Tirades
Senior Night Theme Bust. Since I'm a senior this year, Senior Nights at McPhail's
are something I've been looking forward to for three years. Senior Nights have
a knack for producing an epic night. The combination of great music, sweaty
seniors, cheap beer, dim lights, and the scent of pizza lingering in the air create an
unbeatable mood. However, the most recent theme left a lot of us disappointed.
"Librarians and Barbarians?" Really? Can you say "trying too hard?" Just because
a word ends in "ian" doesn't mean it's a great theme. My good friends from the
Moose Factory are instating a new theme: "dress in all black to mourn the end of
senior year." This is decidedly more clever than "Librarians and Barbarians" will
ever be. Friday at McPhail's was quite the scene since no one knew what to do
with the outfit assignment. The senior class stood in front of their closets baffled
as to whether they should pull out their clubs or their cardigans. Keep it simple
next time. Everyone loves an '80s party. — Ally Pelle '11

Habitat Culture Shock. I am extremely dependent on my computer and phone.
If I'm not calling someone, I'm texting or checking my Facebook. I get caught up
so easily in all of the gadgets that are supposed to make our Eves easier. That
is why it was a shock for me to enter the world of Franklin, West Virginia, this
past spring break with Habitat for Humanity. Franklin is a town that is about as
rural as it can get. Without a doubt, it is one of the most beautiful places in the
country, but it is also one of the most desolate and rundown. There is one grocery
store, one pizza place, and a handful of shops. There is only one cell phone brand
that works there, and even with that, service is sparse. There is no 4G network,
no BBMing, and no face-time video chatting. But there is peace and tranquility.
Life is much more slowly paced and focused on the simpler things, and in many
ways, it is more pleasant. It was a reminder to have a greater appreciation for
life in general rather than get caught up in the little things. — Kaylee Miller '13

Spring Hasn't Sprung. Dear spring. Where are you? Seriously, it's not supposed
to be snowing in late March. It's officially spring now, so there's no excuse for
it to still be freezing outside. And what's more, the groundhog didn't see his
shadow this year, which means that spring should be coming early. Well, I'm still
waiting. I don't know about you, but I'm sick of dressing like it's winter. Maybe
the disappearance of spring is a New England thing? I know that in Maryland
flowers have already bloomed and the weather is in the 50s—just saying. I keep
hearing that PC is beautiful in the spring, but I don't know how long I have to
wait for it to be green and semi-warm again! Getting snow in December was
great, in January it was a reason to have lots of snow days, and in February it
was depressing. But getting snow at the end of March is reason enough to go
back to bed until the seasons get back in sync. If you think about it, we're in pants
and coats more often during the school year than we're in t-shirts and shorts.
Unfortunately, for now the warm days we do have are isolated and infrequent.
Can you honestly walk outside in a t-shirt in this weather? Now we have just one
more reason not to trust the groundhog. — Beatriz Forster '14

Don't Fall Victim to Procrastinitis. College campuses across the nation have been
plagued with an epidemic once again coming along with the seasonal changes.
With sunny, spring weather rearing its ugly head, pollen poisoning the air we
breathe, and footballs, Frisbees, and baseballs littering the quads, the disease is
borderline inescapable. We try to fight it: We try to linger in the library, hole
ourselves in Slavin, ignore all that fun that you could otherwise be having, but
resistance is disappointingly futile. I'm talking, of course, about procrastinitis.
Procrastinitis has left many college students devoid of any desire to complete
their tasks with the oncoming of spring and the anticipation of summer and
sunny weather. Too many students are left with their days wasted away by
Facebook, Twitter, and Youtube. Papers remain neglected and professors are left
scratching their heads as the quality of their students' work takes a steady decline.
How do you know if you have been stricken with the disease? Symptoms may
include sleepiness, lack of productivity, gluttony, weight gain, lack of self-esteem,
pessimism, chronic internet usage, and chronic coffee consumption. Is there any
cure to this disease? Nope. No one seems to really know how to make it stop
and we're all left puzzled with our predicament at 2 a.m. with a backpack full of
unfinished business, and wondering what the hell happened. — Matt Santos '14

Listen and Learn. We are always eager to talk, make our voices heard and prove
that we have something of value to say. We take every opportunity we can to voice
our opinion on an issue, whether we know enough to intelligently talk about it or
not. Oftentimes we talk for the sake of talking. Whether because we want to avoid
silence, make sure everyone knows we are there, or seem intelligent, we rarely
allow silence to occur and, I would like to argue, therefore never completely
listen. 1 will be the first to say that I am guilty of this. All too often 1 jump in when
1 think someone has finished speaking. I, like many others, spend too much time
thinking about how to respond to someone's first claim rather than listening to
their whole argument. Listening does not just mean not talking. To listen, in the
truest sense, you must be actively engaged in understanding the person who is
speaking to you. Take a moment to let everything they have said soak in. If you
open your mouth too quickly, without thinking, something will come out that
you will later regret. An internal filter is a beautiful thing. Do not be afraid to
wait a moment in silence and collect your thoughts before you speak. It takes
self-discipline to hold back and listen, but it is worth it. The more you begin to
listen and desire to understand what that person is saying, the more you will find
that you will be able to respond to someone more fully and people will be more
willing to listen when you speak. The concept is simple enough: listen and you
will understand; listen and you will be heard. — Tommy Cody '13
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What Is Our Real Mission In Libya?
by Ewen Finser '12
Commentary Staff

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.

LIBYA

I saw a fascinating documentary last week on the National Geographic
Channel. (Yes, I watch the National Geographic Channel. Don't judge me.)
It was about American DEA agents in their fight against Columbian drug
cartels. These brave agents ventured deep into the jungle to seek out and
destroy hidden, makeshift cocaine laboratories.
Working off of tips received from Columbian informants, the Americans
helicopter into the middle of the jungle, and then cover the remaining
distance on foot. As you might imagine, these are tremendously dangerous
missions. While some drug lords will shoot at the helicopters, the greater
threat lies along the paths that lead to the cocaine labs. There are landmines
all over the place, and their intended victims are the Americans.
As I watched the footage of the agents slowly inching their way down the
narrow jungle trails, it struck me that their lives depended on the credibility
of the informants. But these men are often nasty guys who are neck deep in
the drug industry. How can the agents know that they are not being lured
into an ambush? How can they be sure that they have been given accurate
information concerning the location of the mines? Quite simply, they can't.
They carefully move towards the laboratories knowing that their next step
could be their last.
Watching the life-threatening walk through the woods and the
disreputable informants on whose word the agents put their trust made me
think of a great Scripture verse: Lord, you will show me the path of life and
fill me with joy in your presence (Psalm 15:11).
We all know that there are a number of different roads in life down which
we might walk. Not all of them are good. Not all of them lead to happiness
and fulfillment. Some are dead ends. Some can get you lost. And to make
matters more difficult, the good paths can sometimes be nearly impossible
to distinguish from the bad ones. So what's a confused traveler to do?
God himself is the ultimate guide down all of life's roads. He is worthy of
all our trust. And that's a great source of confidence. No matter how narrow
the path, what danger might await our missteps, or how unsure we might be
on our own, God is there. The Lord will show us the path of life. And if, by
our constant efforts and his unending grace, we can remain faithful—even
walking down roads we do not know—we can be sure that he will fill us
with joy.
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Is America suffering from insecurity
abroad? The failure to act decisively
in Libya might be a reflection of the
new uncertain leadership style of
post-Bush America. As the rockets
unleashed targeted destruction on
many of Libya's prime military assets
this past week, many were left with
questions such as "what is our real
mission in Libya?" Concerned with
another ground invasion, many fear
the addition of a third Middle Eastern
plate to an already full plate.
Internally,
the
Obama
Administration was split over the
decision to intervene. Secretary
of Defense Robert Gates has long
advocated restraint when dealing with
Libya, going all the way back to his
tenure in the Reagan Administration.
Most recently, he was noted for
opposing the idea of an imposition of a
"no-fly" zone over Libya's skies. Gates
long cited concerns with defining a
clear mission statement and answering
the question, "what happens then?"
Juxtaposing
this
conservative
approach is that of Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton. Not known for her
meekness, Clinton has been a staunch
advocate of human rights and is much
more willing to entertain the idea of
intervening to save lives. It was the
voice of Clinton and her coterie in
the State Department who provided
the internal agitation for action
against Libya. In the absence of clear
leadership from the president, the
two camps within the Administration
were left to duke it out. Was it the
unsatisfactory choices that created
such uncertainty from the Oval Office,
or was it the act of deciding which
caused such indecisiveness?

Externally, America has appeared
to be behind the cue ball perpetually.
While European powers led by
France (perhaps a touch ironic)
clamored for international action in
order to weaken and defeat Qaddafi,
America was—for the first time in
many years—unsure of what course
to take. Publically, Obama's rhetoric
supported the idea of regime change
in Libya without answering the
question "how" this would take
place. After a week of criticism, the
president was compelled to clarify the
confusion by saying, "It's very easy
to square our military actions and
our stated policies." Unfortunately,
saying that it is so does not make it
so. As President Obama must have
learned recently, there are limits to
what rhetoric alone can accomplish.
While America pledged to remain
only part of a broader United Nations
coalition, it was American rockets—
not European ones—that thundered
over the skies of Libya.
The
projection
of
American
indecisiveness abroad is a direct
reflection
of
the
dysfunctional
internal politics within the Obama
administration. Ever-conscious of
his detractors, President Obama is
afraid of being seen as weak, and is
desperately trying to avoid the label
of granola-crunching peacenik. At
the same time, the president was
elected on a platform of a relatively
non-interventionist foreign policy.
Candidate Obama back in 2007 was
even to the left of Hillary Clinton
when it came to America's foreign
policy role. Instead, Obama offered a
vision of America's moral leadership
in the world, but leadership that was
short of direct action. Herein lies the
problem. Rhetorically advocating
the overthrow of Qaddafi, but being
unwilling to act on it, is fundamentally
incompatible. Either America leads
the world or it doesn't. We can't have
our cake and eat it too.

Tiffany & Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time
Dear Furious,
You chose to see
the best in someone
and ignore his shady
"study"
methods
because you wanted
to believe that the
perfect guy exists.
Unfortunately, you learned the hard
way that the perfect relationship is
just a projected myth based on Disney
movies like Cinderella. Just because
your roommate says her boyfriend is
a gem doesn't mean it's true. Maybe
he shows up late, or forgets to call,
or maybe he has some weird snoring
disorder. Whatever the case, I can
guarantee he's no Prince Charming.
Still, learning to embrace imperfections
doesn't mean you have to forgive your
leading man for gallavanting off with
any town harlot that can squeeze her
foot into your custom-made glass shoe.
Feel free to exact revenge, but to
avoid this situation in the future,
don't let yourself fall for the boy who
"lends" you the answer to a Civ quiz.
As Mama Tiff says, once a cheater,
always a cheater.

Tiffany

This Week:

Frosh Fight

Dear Tiffany and Earl,

I'm a freshman and didn't expect to find love
at college. Then I met who I thought was the
perfect guy and I began what I thought was the
perfect relationship. We've been dating since
October, when he gave me an answer on a Civ
quiz. Last weekend, after feeling like the third
wneel one too many times, his bitter best friend
revealed that my boyfriend has been cheating
on me for months, with another girl in our Civ
nonetheless. He cannot get away with this. I
want revenge, don't try to stop me, Tiffany.
What should I do?
—Furious Freshman

Dear Furious,
Mama Tiff should watch
what she says. The perfect
guy does exist. He is around
5'11", Indian decent, glorious
mustache, and he has proven
to Tiff on many nights that
Prince Charming can knock
her slippers right off.
As for revenge, you came to the right person. I
will give you two different situations.
1. Next time you are in Civ, sit next to
the most Earl, err, I mean, Prince Charming
seeming gentleman. Now, cheat away. This
way your ex-lover will realize that you have
found someone else to please your needs, and
for the win-win-win, you get a good grade on
your quiz (third win is me winning for the
great advice, #winning).
2. When you walk into Civ and see him
and his new mistress sitting'next to each
other, walk past slowly and drop a note on
his desk. On this note? Well, it can be a variety
of things, like "baby is not yours," or "tests
came back negative," or even, "ask her if she's
down for a threesome." Make sure the note is
in large writing and clear for the hussy to see.
If neither of these situations work, execute
a Lorena Bobbitt. Never fails. #missingpenis.
Earl
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of Brewing
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MUSICAL THEATER DANCE CLASS
Sponsored by Dance Club

Sunday, April 3rd
3:00 to 4:00
Smith Center Dance Studio

Softball

Saturdaty*A|irilT2
Me^LacrosseV

Phillips Memorial Library
LIBRARY HOURS-EASTER RECESS
Hartford

Wednesday, April 20

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 21

8:30 a.m. -

Friday, April 22

Closed

Saturday, April 23

Closed

Sunday, April 24

Closed

Monday, April 25

8:30 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.

Lafayette

Sunda^April[3’

LWomen'5)Tennis

4:30 p.m.

McPhail’s
Slavin Center

AIM: McPhailsO2

mcphails@providence.edu

McPhail's Hours

McPhail's Bar Hours
Friday 4:30pm-lam
Saturday 8pm -lam
Monday 8pm-12pm
Full Bar w/ID!
AH are welcome!

McPhail’s
Daily Menu
(401) 865-1120
McPhail*s IM: McPhailsO2
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Sucker Punch
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by Jorge Lucas 12
A&E Staff

Zach Snyder has been making a name for himself in Hollywood. His
resume so far shows a knack for making big budget movies that, despite
receiving mostly lukewarm reviews from critics, manage to entertain and
impress fanboys everywhere. Each of his adaptations, including Dawn of
the Dead, 300, Watchmen, and Legend of the Guardians, have remained as
true to the source material as film seems capable of doing, but never seem
to achieve great cinema.
The reason for this is Snyder's indulgent love affair with style. With
his latest Sucker Punch, Snyder has produced the most stylized, and yet
most vapid, film of his career. Despite obvious attempts at recreating
the drama found in his previous source material, the director has now
managed to completely compromise what could have been a powerful
premise for the sake of cool, slow-motion, computer-generated action
sequences.
The story follows Baby Doll (Emily Browning) as she is wrongfully
sent to an institute for the mentally insane by her abusive step-father.
Once there, she meets four other women who, with the help of their
imaginations, envision the asylum as a brothel where they can use their
sexuality to their advantage. Baby Doll formulates a plan of escape and
enlists her companions to help her collect four essential items. Each
search leads them into a fantastical, imaginary mission where the girls
can exert their powers and exercise their freedom.
Prior to the film's release, much controversy arose over the objectified
depiction of women, since the main characters shoot and slash their way
through enemies in scanty, tight, leather costumes like a teenage video
gamer's wet dream. Snyder insisted that he was criticizing geek culture's
sexism and actually empowering women by reclaiming their sexuality.
Unfortunately, Snyder's intentions fall short when the images speak
for themselves—Sucker Punch only perpetuates our culture's fetishistic
perception of women. The women may imagine themselves as badass
warriors, but in reality they continually hand their bodies over to males

for their pleasure. It also doesn't help that the actresses can do nothing
but bat their eyelashes feverishly and sigh heavily, and when that fails,
they rely on the physical assets that got them hired.
The script, co-written by Snyder and Steve Shibuya, is the hardest to
bear, so that even the action sequences could not be over soon enough.
Cliched dialogue conveniently feeds us information without any hint
of insinuation or subtlety, as if to get it out of the way before the fight
scenes start.
Maybe you're understandably just hoping to see hot, young actresses
blow stuff up. The fantasy-action set-pieces are what Snyder does best,
but the inconsistencies and anachronisms are simply too glaring to
ignore. After all, why would a young girl in the 1960s imagine manga,
steampunk, sci-fi, and Lord of the Rings? Moreover, the imagined
sequences have almost no connection to the reality behind them and
none of them show consistent aesthetic motifs.
If there s any value in Sucker Punch, it's in the style—as it should be,
considering that it gets all of Snyder's attention. It joins a new strain of
referential and subjective cinema, along with Inception and Scott Pilgrim,
that draws much influence from video games, comic books, and pop
culture. The visuals are as breathtaking as one would expect from a
big-budget blockbuster, but simply enjoying the view becomes tedious
when there's no plot to follow.
Snyder films Punch like a music video, and this works when it comes
to action and stylized dramatic sequences, but when used to speed
along the plot or tactlessly toy with our emotions, it feels forced and
melodramatic.
There is no doubt that this style of filmmaking is the way of the future,
and Snyder is promoting it like it's his job. I have no problem with this
as long as it serves a plot with a purpose. Let's just hope that when he
returns to unoriginal material for Superman: Man of Steel, Snyder learns
to combine form with function.

GRADE: C
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LIMITLESS
Bradley Cooper Surrenders to the Void
by Liam McCartney '11
A&E Staff

Let's not even get into that
ridiculous business about only
using 10 or 20 percent of our brains.
Limitless posits the existence of
a little clear pill called NZT that
unlocks our hidden potentials. One
pill a day and suddenly you see
patterns in vast amounts of data and
your logical processes accelerate to
relativistic rates that would make
Einstein blush. The world quickly
becomes your proverbial oyster.
You are limitless. However, among
the side effects of NZT are memory
lapses, and the withdrawal is a
killer, literally. But highest on this
list of side effects is hubris, which
we'll get to later.
Bradley Cooper plays Eddie
Morra, a down on his luck schlub
with a book contract. He can't get
any words on to paper, and his
girlfriend is leaving him because
he has become so pathetic. Soon,
he gets his hands on NZT from,
as he puts it, "the most useless of
relations," his ex-brother-in-law.
In a moment of curiosity, and from
a likely past of drug use, Eddie
downs the inconspicuous little pill.
In 30 seconds, the lights become
brighter and his mind becomes
quicker. Everything he has ever
read, heard, or thought is suddenly
right there at the forefront of his
mind, ready for use. And use it he
does. After charming the pants off
his landlord's wife, he finishes half
of his novel and things start to look

Sadly, it was inevitable that De Niro’s role in Limitless would fall short of his performance in Little
Fockers, which was arguably the boon of his career.

up. The plot quickly accelerates and
thickens. Soon he's blacking out for
several days at a time, men with
knives are chasing him through the
streets of New York, and Robert de
Niro is frowning at him. It is all
very exciting, engaging, and pulled
off with aplomb.
Where the movie really shines is in
its visual style. Director Neil Burger
and his team are able to imbue the
film with a really cool flair. The
audience is treated to these feasts of
visual effects, of infinite reflections
of Eddie bettering himself, or long
pans through a packed party where
every other guest is Eddie being his

entertaining, drug-enhanced self.
The camera takes long, sweeping
flights through New York as Eddie
loses control. Pre-NZT Eddie's
world is dingy and gray. When he
doses, the color palette brightens,
giving his surroundings a golden
aura, the world truly becomes more
beautiful. These effects are clever,
impressive, and at times, jarring.
They do a nice job of putting
the audience into the emotional
state of the character as his life is
transformed by this apparently
miraculous drug.
Performances in Limitless are,
for the most part, spot on. Cooper

proves himself to be a real leading
man, even when his character
is far from likable. He brings
enough charisma and everyman
appeal to acquit Eddie Morra of
his stupid and hurtful decisions.
Abbie Cornish does well with what
little she's given as the character
of Lindy, convincing the audience
that she's really a wholesome girl,
deserving of Eddie's occasional
unsteady devotion. De Niro proves
once and for all that he doesn't care
anymore. He plays his character
adequately, but never gives him
enough viciousness to really think
him a potential threat.
Where Limitless stumbles is its
story. While the general plot arc
is engaging and well designed, its
resolution is disappointing to say
the least. As said earlier, the true
side effect of NZT is hubris. Eddie is
able to resolve his problems without
issue, or real cost to him personally.
Limitless plays out at first like a
modernized Greek tragedy. Eddie
even muses, "Maybe I am a god,"
a death sentence to any character in
a play by Sophocles. But by the end
of the story, it feels like the writers
got cold feet and took away what
could have been a truly cathartic
ending. While this is disappointing,
on the whole Limitless is a clever,
funny, and suspenseful film asking
a rather relevant ethical question:
if there was a pill that could make
you smarter, make you better in
everyway, would you use it?
Grade: B

Rebecca Black (For Serious)
by Tim Morris '14
A&E Staff

Prepare yourself. The Oprahcalypse—
the downfall of pop culture as we know
it—is coming. According to the experts,
the end of days was set in motion when
Oprah Winfrey announced that she
would be retiring from television after the
airing of her last show on Sept. 9, 2011.
Never before did middle-aged women
collapse into such non-menopausal
despair. And then another sign appeared:
Justin Bieber was granted his own movie.
Never Say Never stole the hearts and
weekly allowances of America's tweens,
bringing in $72 million for the Biebster
to spend on hair products and whatever
medication delays puberty.
These events are bad omens for
entertainment, but they have been
eclipsed by the arrival of a 13-year-old
girl from Orange County, California.
Bow down before Rebecca Black.
Recently unknown to the world, Black
has catapulted herself to success with
"Friday," a music video that went viral
on March 11. It has received more views
on YouTube than Lady Gaga's "Bom
This Way," and it is outselling tracks by
Taylor Swift. So what's all the fuss about?
Well, lyrically, "Friday" kind of sucks.
Here's an excerpt: "Gotta be fresh, gotta
go downstairs/Gotta have my bowl, gotta
have cereal/Seein' everything, the time
is goin'/Tickin' on and on, everybody's
rushin'." After turning her morning
routine into a song, Ms. Black reminds
you that she's going to have more fun
than you will ever have on a Friday.
Still, I'll admit that putting so much
blame on a 13-year-old is wrong. Look

instead to Clarence
Jey
and
Patrice
Wilson, the two
men who wrote and
produced "Friday."
Their video has
made
viewers
both confused and
uncomfortable. Why
does Rebecca have
to decide where
she'll sit when four
of the five seats
are already taken?
Why are none of the
underage
drivers
wearing seatbelts?
And where the hell
did that rapper come
from? Is he driving
to the same party
that all of Rebecca's
friends are at? The
first two questions
will continue to
boggle the world's
greatest thinkers, but
the rapper is Patrice Wilson. His rhymes
make Tupac roll over in his grave (if
he's actually dead): "I'm drivin', cruisin'
(Yeah, yeah) I Fast lanes, switchin' lanes /
Wit' a car up on my side (Woo!)/ (C'mon)
Passin' by is a school bus in front of me."
I lied about the rhyming. Also, the only
thing that is worse than Patrice's cameo
is his name.
There are so many reasons why
"Friday" is absolutely terrible, and yet
millions of people-myself included—
cannot stop watching it. With every
view that someone adds to Rebecca
Black's video, her popularity goes up as
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the number of neurons in that person's
brain goes down. Viewers need to be
made aware of the sacrifices that they
are making. Going further, celebrities
like Chris Brown have started to support
Black's rise to fame. If I were in her
shoes, I'd be wary about who's rallying
around me, especially since Chris Brown
is infamous for the other causes he has
supported (Google "Chris Brown and
Rihanna"). The more respectable Lady
Gaga has also jumped on the bandwagon,
saying quite eloquently, "Anyone that's
telling her she's cheesy is full of s***."
Rebecca Black might very well be the

worst thing to happen to the music industry
since Sanjaya Malakar (remember him?),
but she could also be a genius. If she knew
that "Friday" was ridiculous, and if she
was in cahoots with her producers, then
she has punk'd the world in a way that
Ashton Kutcher never could. At the end
of the day, that 13-year-old girl is driving
away with more than her friends: she's
stuffing the trunk of her convertible with
more money than the average American
makes in a lifetime.
Follow Rebecca Black on Twitter - @
MsRebeccaBlack
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by Corey Plante 'll
A&E Staff

Mill's Tavern
North Main Street
As a senior here at Providence
College and especially as a Rhode
Island native, it's easy to settle into
a contented state of arrogance in
thinking that this is my city. I've
been around for awhile, and I know
it really well, but every now and
then when I venture outside of my
comfort zone—which extends barely
farther than the bus route of the 55
RIPTA —I'm humbled and pleasantly
surprised by what I might find,
especially when I venture outside of
my typical price range.
My memere (that's grandmother
for all you non-French Canadians!)
once told me about a trendy new-ish
restaurant in downtown Providence
that she loved: Mill's Tavern. I decided
to check it out with my brother and
write about it for Taste of the Town.
Hoping to beat the Sunday evening
dinner rush, we showed up for our
5:30 p.m. reservation 15 minutes early
to a relatively empty, but impressively
sprawling, dining room. Everything is
visible to the diner, including the cooks
milling about in their kitchen, the
extraordinarily well-stocked bar, and
the Tavern's famous brick oven blazing
in the background. Being able to watch
the flames lick your food while it cooks
is an intriguing experience.
The general decorum of the tavern is
classy, simple, and rife with bricks and
rich mahogany textures that would
make Ron Burgundy feel at home,
especially with the soft jazz playing at

a relaxing volume for ambiance. It's
hardly a 'tavern' in the typical sense,
and it is far classier than the word
usually connotates.
The maitre d' was well spoken and
amicable, swiftly leading us to a private
little comer table with a great view of the
surrounding downtown area through
the expansive windows. The arrival of
the breadbasket was near instant, which
made me excited; Memere always says
that us French Canadians love our
bread! Our waitress, Michelle, was
pleasant and helpful, and if either my
brother or I left to use the restroom, she
would swoop in and refold our napkin,
which was a surprising but nice touch
of service.
The menu was a simple two pages
with a precise amount of variety, and it
runs on a seasonal rotation; we caught
one of the final days of the winter
menu which featured their year-round
and well-known oysters, as well as
various meats and fish prepared by a
wood-burning oven, rotisserie, stove,
or wood grill.
We began our evening with a
suggested bottle of '09 Heinz Eifel
Riesling from Mosel, Germany, which
is typically a dessert wine, but my
brother-date had a hankering for a
white. In our first course, I enjoyed a
delicious Caesar salad, and my brother
had an equally as good, albeit onionfilled, Cobb salad. Both were delicious,
and in my brother's cube of a salad, he
had some quite gamy-tasting chicken
and bacon.
For our second course, we split an
order of amazing and spicy calamari,
and a platter of salmon cured in
pastrami slices with homemade bagel
chips in vodka creme fraiche. Note:
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some assembly is required for this
second appetizer, but it's well worth
the work.
My entree was a 10 oz. Angus filet
mignon with bacon marmalade and
melted leek horseradish cream sauce,
which tastes just as amazing as it
sounds.
It was delightfully gamy.
My brother went for the rack of lamb
encrusted in horseradish pommery
over goat cheese, which, according
to our waitress, Michelle, is one of
the restaurant's most popular dishes.
Having tasted the perfectly cooked
lamb, we can understand why it is so.
For dessert, I opted for the creme
brulee, and my brother went with the
safer bet in thechocolate cake. Mine was

so delightfully and overwhelmingly
creamy that it warranted me to take
two lactaid pills (I'm lactose intolerant).
It was then that the incredible service
became even better when Michelle
brought us two complimentary glasses
of African dessert wine. With full
bellies and happy tears in our eyes
after a two-hour meal, we walked
away fully content and swelling with
nothing but praise for Mill's Tavern.

Editor .vs Editor

This Week: Favorite Absurd Hairstyle
Catherine Northington

Sarah Dombroski

Favorite Absurd Hairstyle: Fauxhawk

Favorite Absurd Hairstyle: Mullet

Her Thoughts: The mullet has a certain nostalgic
mystique that makes it the pre-eminent absurd hairstyle.
The mullet is an American standard. It's like tail fins for
your head. I have encountered many a mulleted man in
my travels (and the occasional mulleted woman). While
I can't pinpoint the precise quality that all Mullet
Men have in common, I can say that it lies
somewhere between "Want to come to my
trailer and watch old Bruce Lee movies?"
and "I know I have a unibrow, and I'm okay
with it." Embracing the stigmas associated
with mullet-sporting takes a specific breed
of man—one which either disregards the
most basic tenets of fashionable conduct, or
is completely ignorant that such a code of
conduct exists.

Her Views of Sarah: Fauxhawks are absurd
in their own right, but let's be honest: Mullets
are the way to go. Mullets are profound,
mystical, and enduring. They permeate
every strata of human society. Truckers,
farmers, that guy loitering outside of the
gas station, disco dancers, Europeans
Jesse Katsopolis, your father in the
'70s, Randy Johnson, and Justin
Bieber...you catch my drift.

Her Thoughts: Not only is the fauxhawk a stylish and deliberate
hair choice, but it is also a personality indicator. An individual
who dons a fauxhawk is innately indecisive, as they
could not fully commit to a mohawk. Additionally, a
fauxhawk indicates a slightly rebellious personality,
who digs pushing the limits, but not too much.
What is not to love!? With a fauxhawk, you know
what you are getting—it's the ultimate indicator.
Among the commitment-phobic, quasi-bad
boy images a fauxhawk vibes, it is also a trendy
alternative to the "already done" bowl cut. As a
matter of fact, think of the "f-awk" as the antithesis
of the bowl cut. Its emphasis is on the vertical
rather than the spherical. How modem!

Her Views of Catherine: Mullets make me feel
uncomfortable. They almost have an appendage
hangjngoffofthebackoftheirheadlikeafurrylittle animal
seeing a neck to ride on the back of. I dislike everything
about them. First and foremost, the aforementioned
appendage, as it is a thinner layer of hair, clumps together
and gives you a "beaded doorway" sort of vibe.
Not hip. Also, mullets were banging in the '80s,
when perms were all the rage and could give
the hackneyed mullet some swag. So that's
that. The mullet should never return, and
the fauxhawk should continue to live on,
and on, and on, and on.
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POKEDIARY #2
by Corey Plante '11
A&E Staff

March 27, 2011 - Nuvema Town

Dear Pokediary,
Before going to Professor Juniper's lab, Cheren had me go track down
Bianca who had dashed back to her house. Inside, Bianca's father—easily the
most practical and caring parent in the whole town—was strictly forbidding
her from going on any sort of adventure. He kept saying something about
how romping about in a world full of monsters was no place for a 10-yearold. Fortunately enough, Bianca was able to just ignore her father and leave
anyway. And her father didn't even try to stop her. In fact, he didn't even
move! Amazing stuff.
Over at the lab, Professor Juniper gave us all Pokedexes so we could
keep track of all the Pokemon we encounter. Cheren kept brown-nosing
and Bianca kept guffawing foolishly, and all I wanted to do was stare at
Professor Juniper's pretty face. The Professor, with tears in her eyes, told us
how proud she was to have us and how excited she was for us to be there.
She made it very clear that I was her favorite.
Then she took us outside and up a path that leads north out of town. Out
in the wilderness, she made us observe her battle (and catch) an ugly beaver
Pokemon called Patrat. She was furious and beautiful in battle and used a
cute, mousy looking Minccino that Jack seemed to be rather attracted to. He
kept puffing up his chest and flexing his tiny little arms to try and impress
her, and he bit my ankle when he caught me laughing at him. Then the
professor tossed some balls our way and we were free to go.
Jack and I made short work of the path, slaying stupid Patrat after stupid
Patrat. I even caught one and nicknamed it Ugly. We also stumbled upon
a cute-looking little dog name Lillithpup. I caught her and named her
Lillithpup, because it seemed prudent to do so. When all was said and done,
I had caught more Pokemon than Bianca and Cheren. Winning. When we
reached Accumula town, there was a huge commotion in the main square...

PC IDOL

Four Years and
Still Going Strong
" by Catherine Northington '12
A&E Editor

This April, Providence College's PC Idol
competition enters its fourth year with a refreshing
revamp of its selection process.
This year, the competition has been altered, with
14 semi-finalists already determined through a
preliminary audition process. Now it is up to YOU,
the audience, to decide on this year's winners!
The first round takes place on April 7 at 9:00
p.m. in McPhail's. This evening will give each
semifinalists the chance to sing a song of his or her
own choosing. After the performances, the audience
will participate in a real-time voting process which
will determine this year's six finalists.
The second and final round takes place on April
14 at 9:00 p.m. In McPhail's. From this evening's
performances, our esteemed judges will select three
finalists, from which the audience will select ONE
winner of this year's PC Idol competition.
The winner of the competition will receive time
in a recording studio, which will enable him or her
to lay down tracks in a professional environment.
This year's PC Idol is sponsored by PC After
Hours. Drop by to make your vote count, enjoy
some refreshments, and take part in the fun!

LeVs
Bant
by Sarah Dombroski '13
Asst. A&E Editor

This Week: Hubris
Picture Brad Pitt, all oiled up, slaying subservient Grecians
milling around on the beach. In Troy, Brad, or should I say Achilles,
makes the females oogle and ogle to no end through a pixelated
image on the television. Brad doesn't even have to be physically
present to command the attention and adoration of everyone in
his general vicinity; now that's power. But alas—the gift of being
really, really, really, ridiculously good looking comes with a
price: a ridiculous amount of narcissism. Fortunately, our hero,
Brad, has had a pretty upstanding reputation way over yonder
in the Hollywood Hills. However, some of our other sunspots
have submitted to the deadly sin of pride in more ways than one,
in this case, deadly in terms of the public's adoration for them,
which, after you throw a phone at someone, is pretty much kaput.
Too many celebs have fallen into the classic rut of "because
I am famous and people love me, I can do inappropriate things
in public." All too common in the younger bad boy sphere, let
me tell you. Hopefully everyone has already picked up on the
Russell Crowe reference, but now he's old news. Our generation
has a whole new echelon of snot-nosed punks to deal with. Chris
Brown is probably the best example. After the Rihanna incident,
Mr. Brown slowly slipped off the face of the Earth for far too short
of a time. He burrowed into a hole after issuing insincere public
apologies, and before you could say "Just Me, You, and the Dance
Floor," Chris was back, causing mayhem in the media. Just over
a week ago, Mr. Brown had an outburst on Good Morning America
after his interview did not go as he had planned. OY. Chris, every
time something doesn't go as you plan, legal trouble does not
have to ensue.
Now it's time for everyone's favorite reoccurring hot mess in
my tapestry of chaos and despair: La Lohan. That's right, Lindsay
is still on the LAPD's hit list. Her most recent affliction on society
is her grand theft from a Los Angeles jewelry store. Good job
Lindsay, that definitely sounds like a good idea.
Why does a moral code not apply to individuals who show
up on our televisions on a daily basis? Now I'm just spitballing
here, but it seems as if people who appear in the media in order to
entertain the general public are actually just puppets. So I suppose
my question is: why do these pawns feel that they are entitled to
make a mockery of our great country? If they refuse to do their
job, then we don't see them in movies, television programs, or
musical performances. However, if the public chooses not to
support these stars, they are out of a job. Thus, it would make
more sense for the public to act out rather than for these few and
far between "personalities"—but we know enough that if we
chose that route, the world would be thrust into utter chaos.
I will leave you with this: the next time a star acts out in a
divalicious manner, think twice before you continue to support
him or her. It fuels the fire. The more famous an individual
becomes, namely those who aren't grounded and level-headed,
the more they feel they can compete with the Greek gods for
ultimate control of the cosmos, thus, the more havoc they wreak.
Although some of our celebs do have the abdominals of Adonis,
their inevitable mortality should motivate them to leave a positive
impression on the public... rather than one of theft and battery.

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE DEPT.
OF THEATRE, DANCE & FILM

Fridays 8 PM

Saturdays 8 PM
Sundays 2 PM

Gypsy

Music by Jule Styre
Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by Arthur Laurents
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WANT TO BE A PART OF
COWL HISTORY?
Then....enter The Cowl's first annual masthead contest!
Send your entries to THECOWL@PROVIDENCE.EDU
The winner will get his or her work displayed as the masthead for the
last issue of the 2010-2011 year on April 28th!

Think Summer
Think Fordham

Summer
Session 2011

► Each apartment has 3 bedrooms, bathroom,
double parlor, and hardwood floors throughout
(excellent condition)

Session 1:31 May-30 June
Session II: 5 July-4 August
• Day/evening classes at three
convenient New York locations
• Credits transfer easily
• Competitive tuition rates

Rental Property:
582 Admiral Street

► Rent-$1600

► Available in June fully furnished if necessary

INTERESTED?
Contact: Lucy Cimino 401-316-0031
LUCYNOCLUE@aol.com

• Live on campus for
about $30 a night

Request a bulletin • Apply online

fordham.edu/summer or call (888) 411-GRAD

FORDHAM UNIVERSITY
THE JESUIT UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

MBA Information Session
for undergraduate students
Tuesday, April 12, 4-5 PM • Harkins Hall, Room LL12
Meet with PC’s MBA Program director, faculty, and staff
Learn about experiential learning and internships

Rolling admissions, small classes, affordable tuition
Full- and part-time programs, flexible class schedules

4+1 option for qualified undergraduate business majors

PROVIDENCE

APPLICATION FEE WAIVED WHEN YOU APPLY THAT EVENING.

COLLEGE

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

TO LEARN MORE

visit www.provtdence.edu/mba, call 401.865.2333 or e-mail Kathy Follett at kfollett@providence.edu.
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Behold, the Reckoning: Proverbs
by Conor Leary '11
Portfolio Editor

"Like it's our last?" Benjamin let his
the ceiling of the church before
recognizing its lone priest. She eyes hover away from her. She touched
turned to find Benjamin standing his cheek and made him look at her.
"No. We live out every moment
where
she had stood not a day ago,
Fiction
the gorgeous light orange and fiery. until we reach eternity. We've been
It grew quickly away and accented waiting for this war with our goals,
our sins, our choices, and all our days.
the man's tired face with twilight.
She smiled. She smiled and let an
"Did they say when they'd be We've been waiting for the day when
ember flicker endlessly in her eye.
back, The angels?" The priest's we'd have to fight to see time proceed
Valerie watched the infection settle
questions lingered with the flavors endlessly forward."
through the decomposed figure of
of
disbelief,
which
softened
He smiled. Benjamin placed
her rising savior. His skin was licked
Monica's smile. She approached Monica's hands between his own
together by sizzling ash and the
him. Her movements frightened and touched them to his lips. They
sun exposed the magma linking his
him and he turned out. In that swift were warmed by her beautiful
bones together. She simmered in the
moment, he resembled a child to words. Glancing into her eyes, he
heat of his resurrection as he grew
her, standing out on a porch and saw ribbons of light shining through
with vibrant prominence out of
hoping for all his wishes to fall out their gentle color.
Hell's core. His dark servant and her
"This is what you believe?" He
of the sky.
paired disciple leaked sacrifice from
"I don't know if they'll be coming asked. She nodded.
his wrist, ravines of blood rushing
"This is what you believe." She
back." She heard the way his lungs
into their master's realm. Valerie
depressed. In a heavy sigh, she repeated and inside, he felt his
took her blazing palm and pressed it
watched his form crumble. She sat heart jump. He did and he smiled
to the wound. There was smoke and
at the goodness he felt. He turned
the smell of scorched flesh before
W
HE KNEW HE WAS CLOSE AND SAW THE ENDLESS towards the endless sky and saw
she dropped her hand from the
WATER. SUDDENLY, HE FELT RESTRICTED...
it highlighted with a new glow.
cauterized skin. He cringed before
He wished upon its endless stars
grabbing her and letting his serpent's the only other spirit occupying beside him and hugged the warm to turn to the seconds of God's
tongue slither in a playful hiss. She its boundaries. He knew he was air. She offered him soft eyes, but he timeline, never to be restricted if
felt the wind grab her throat and let close and saw the endless water. would not look at her.
one person believed pain and death
it burn just over her sternum. She Suddenly, he felt restricted. It filled
"But they spoke of war, of to be meaningless moments in
looked to witness Satan smoldering him with burning guilt, but he was demons, of Satan..." He worried eternal life.
to life before her. In a single blink, distracted by a cold wind creeping like a father over his terminally
He smiled and it only made
Valerie watched the world before down his spine and drawing his ill child. His hands shook with Valerie quiver. She cracked a
her deathly master explode.
eyes towards where the greatest spontaneous jitters, reacting to the knuckle against her master's knee,
He smiled. He sat with his legs waves fell and rose high again.
lifeline of the world growing closer her body bowed towards his feverish
She smiled.
The day had and closer to destruction.
crossed and knew for the first
epicenter. He filled the world with
time that he deceived his partner proceeded quietly, and, within the
"I've never been very religious." his voices and his demons. They tore
in paradise. He felt it glow inside quiet confines of the church she had Monica spoke. She watched Benjamin through an entire city in the Middle
his chest like a pit of fire. It spun been drawn to, she experienced an lurch upright. His neck pushed his East. Valerie tasted the whispers of
over his ribcage and sent smoke odd peace. The angels had gone, white collar into a significant place. terrorist attacks and suicide bombers
into his throat. He coughed the flown with beautiful fluidity like It had been hiding in the shadow of as newsroom theories. She peered
smile away and accepted his seven soaring doves, to each of his lowered chin for so long, it was into her master's dark skin.
partner's beautiful concern, eyes the continents of the world to tinted slightly gray. Monica peered
"Fire will reign. All will suffer."
shining, quietly. Elliot found the bring forth others. Sitting in the into the sky.
light of the new day dimmer and front pew, Monica watched the
"I've always found the idea
The countdown to the Reckoning
requested an answer for why from descending sun flicker through the of Hell and Satan and God and continues...
the unyielding waves reaching images of saints. She imagined the his angelic army a creative story
towards the horizon. They crashed glorious vision she had experienced someone threw together to top
3...
wordlessly and gave incoherent in the quiet clearing and saw the some intergalactic list of the most
interruptions. He had been able to world coming into contact with prominent literature ever..." It had
ignore them for so long, but they such incredible power. She let her been some time since she had talked
were slowly becoming the only shoulders soften as she unfolded to someone about anything. She
noises he wanted to know and hear her hands from their stiffened found herself rambling.
"I guess I've always believed that we
in paradise.
prayers. She stretched her fingers
"Elliot?" He spoke and Elliot let quietly and let her body praise stand on this earth because of our strength.
We survive everyday and we become
his interest linger on the waves. He their heavenly creator.
watched them bellow together and
"Excuse me..." She felt her smile stronger individuals as time passes. We're
form pushing strength. He saw them grow stronger. She looked towards meant to live out every moment..."

fall into froth and salt. He studied
their breaking points and their
crashes into defeat. But he peered
deeper into the clear water and
waited especially for the moments
when they rose again. He did turn
and caught the smallest flaw in a face
he had deemed perfect.
"Hm?" He answered finally. The
spirit that had given him paradise
presented him with a reflection
of his own face. It looked more
human than it ever had before. For
that, Elliot blamed himself. In a
single moment, he had destroyed
paradise. He pushed up from the
sand and for the first time, left to
seek solitude. Walking in a small
circle, he walked around the single
tree on the island. He could sense
the heavy depression he had cast
over the realm, emanating from
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The Alcohol Persona
by Conor Leary 'll
Portfolio Editor
ESSAY

The Dream Seed: Part 4
by Margaret Barresi T2
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
"Cronus, Cronus, Cronus...." Rose
ran the name along her tongue, trying
to develop the slight pang it struck in
her mind. She had definitely heard
the name before, but she couldn't
remember where. She stood there for
a couple of minutes, methodically
cataloguing any context in which she
could know this strange boy, almost
forgetting that he was standing right
there. The scratchy hum of him clearing
his throat broke her concentrated
silence, causing her to snap up and
look back into his dark eyes.
"Have we met before?" she asked
him pointedly, hoping he was having
the same sense of deja vu that she was.
"I don't think so. But then again, I
have a terrible memory," he replied,
his lips folding up into a curved grin.
Rose rolled her eyes, annoyed at his
casual and playful tone. Obviously he
wasn't unnerved by her presence. But
something about his voice was causing
the contents of her stomach to rush up
against its lining, generating waves of
icy heat. She resented this alarming
effect on her, especially since he didn't
seem affected by her at all. She was
used to people staring at her like she
was a living work of art. Everyone
always remembered her after they met,
claiming they could never forget a face
"Alright, well I'm going to be late, so
it was nice to meet you, Cronus," she
said, purposely stretching out his name
with a high edge to her voice that was
filled with irritation. Rose started to
turn around half raising her stretched
out hand behind her in a semi-wave,
salute motion. But as she put the first
half of her foot on the ground in front
of her, she felt her arm being yanked
behind her, causing her to stagger
backwards and whip around. Cronus
was standing there about 3 inches
from her face, his hand still gripping
the outer circle of her wrist. His eyes
wouldn't leave hers, and his touch
was uncomfortably warm and dry.
She could feel her body reacting to
his touch, but she couldn't name the
sensation overcoming her. Part of her
felt like all the essence of her being
was concentrating in that area under
his touch. It was as though the rest of
her body was an empty shell, and she
could only focus on the fire searing
the ring of her wrist. But at the same
time, she felt the way she usually did
when she was completely engulfed in
sunlight, as though she was standing
on a beach. She felt her skin crawling
with the energy of simply being alive,
as if the rays were seeping into her core,
warming her organs, blood, and bones
until they couldn't sit still. It was her
favorite feeling in the world because
the extra energy running through

her seemed to almost lift her off the
ground, forcing out the sadness and
other dark thoughts that normally
weighed her down. She stood there
for a moment lost in her own feeling,
ignoring the fuzzy thoughts running
through her distant mind. She
wasn't sure how long she had been
standing there when all of a sudden
he dropped her wrist, and took a
step backwards from her. By reflex,
she quickly looked down at the spot
where his hand had just been, and
saw the darker circle of skin that had
been under his hand begin to fade as
the glowing shade of her normal skin
overtook it.
Rose gasped and threw her hand
over her mouth, as she quickly took
several steps backwards and crashed
to the ground over the curb. She
couldn't believe he was something
close to her own kind. She hadn't seen
another illuminari since they'd moved
to this place, and she'd certainly never
seen anything like him before. It was
obvious he wasn't a person of the
light like her, and his touch affected
her power in some way she couldn't
define. He could touch her skin and
dark mark it like her mother's. But
she hadn't felt the light leave, which
confused her. She could always feel
people stealing her light, but his
touch was almost like her dream; in
the sense that she couldn't resist the
feeling it gave, although it dimmed
her. She quickly remembered the
dark marks she had seen on her skin
this morning, and became nervous
at how similar they had been to the
one on her wrist. She wanted to lift
her shirt up and see if they were still
there, but figured it wasn't a good
idea to draw his attention to her line
of thinking.
"Hey, are you alright?" he said,
finally breaking eye contact with her
as though he had just come out of a
trance. He knelt down beside her and
grabbed her hand as if he were going
to help her up. But she couldn't move
from the ground, unsure as to what
was happening.
"Who are you?" she asked again,
staring at her hand that was already
a shade darker from her normal
skin tone. He followed her gaze to
her hand, and understood she had
noticed his effect on her.
"Come with me," he said, bringing
his eyes back to her own, scorching
them under his stare.
Between his eye contact and his
hand on her wrist, Rose couldn't
focus on anything other than the
sensations battling inside her. Her
mind couldn't reach her mouth, and
it was as though the energy building
up inside her was boiling over,
spilling the involuntary answer that
came from her lips: "Okay."

I have come to realize that the
consumption of alcohol in any
circumstance on or around the
Providence College campus has resulted
in the origin of a new psychological and
sociological syndrome. Many students
who enjoy the legal and casual drink
at McPhail's and even the more formal
experience of hitting the hot spots in
the area for a generous reward after a
long week's work remain unaffected.
But there are those individuals who
are utterly affected by this syndrome's
consequences and lash out, with the
help of liquid courage or not, when they
feel their ways of stumbling, tripping,
and bingeing are threatened.
People drink. It's understandable, it's
exciting, and it brings people together.
As much as the administration doesn't
want it to be, alcohol ranks one of the
top socializing serums, right above
soda, coffee, and the Minutemaid
orange drink at Ray. Some students at
PC have become attached to the idea
of alcohol. This desire drives them out
of their dormitories and into the streets
of Providence. Their fun times and
exciting parties are given strength by the
socializing beverage of (take your pick):
beer, wine, and various liquors.
This is fine. This is one's idea of
the college experience. However, a
syndrome has developed and I was
greatly confronted with it this weekend.
At a bar where I, a twenty-one-yearold student was allowed to be, was
standing on the second level. Minding
my own business, I was approached by
a patron of the establishment. She was
reasonably intoxicated. She glowed for
a second, standing at the top of the steps
she had just climbed and rocked back
and forth on. She stood in my line of
vision and I, interested in making sure
my friend arrived safely down the steep
stairs, looked in her general direction.
Symptom 1: Sudden and Unprovoked
Mood Swings.
The young lady thought I was staring
at her and the alcohol in her system
made her utterly sure that I was staring
at her. And what she saw in my eyes
she did not agree with. She, a complete
stranger, stumbled in my direction and
uncurled her lips like a cow preparing to
regurgitate its cud onto my shoes.
"I can see the judgment in your eyes."
This statement is literally what she said
to me. Then, after rocking back on her
heel, she proceeded to prove to me that
she was allowed to be in her current
state, even though I had not said a
thing to her. And I promise, there was
no judgment in my eyes or, at least I
think there wasn't, since I have never
heard someone pronounce this sentence
before, let alone with such confidence.
You can be sure, as she blabbed on and
on that I put judgment in my eyes and
shoved it directly at her.
Naturally feeling assaulted, I latched
onto a small detail of her rant, the fact
that she was illegally standing on the

To be continued...
PHOTO COURTESY MARTIN WALLS

premises due to certain restrictions, in
order to get her away from me.
Symptom 2: No boundaries.
My response was countered by
her face shoved very close into mine.
I retreated as she continued pushing
her face further into the personal
boundaries still allowed, even in a busy
bar. Unable to handle her arguments
any longer, slurring out of her mouth
like a conniption thrown by a raging
child, I left her to the rest of her night.
Looking back on the intensity of that
moment made me wonder why she
was so driven to protect her current
condition and her choices for the night.
Her excuse, the judgment in my eyes,
was uncalled for and ridiculous. The
syndrome released unnatural amounts
of alcoholic fumes into her system and
mandated that she protect her lifestyle.
It made me realize that this syndrome,
affecting not only college students at
PC, but also around the nation, dealt
with maintaining the legitimacy of any
and all choices a person makes while
consuming alcohol. Students develop
an Alcohol Persona, which readies
them to protect any choice they make
while consuming alcohol, especially
the ones others and maybe even their
sober selves might find mistakes with.
Symptom 3: Stalwart and Sober
Security.
The social aspect of this syndrome
develops when a group of students
who drink encounter opposition; such
as a student who does not drink, or
a writer on The Cowl. When lifestyle
choices made while consuming alcohol
are brought up, Alcohol Personas
band together in an effort to squash
resistance. They're brutal in order to
maintain the fact that it's their choice
if they want to go out and drink or not.
But they don't stop there. They hurl
insults in the directions of people who
do not drink or who do not understand
the excitement of partying. They claim
their lifestyle is good and that there's
nothing wrong with, only decisions to
make and to laugh at later.
The most important thing is that
they're vocal about it. They provide
stalwart and sober security to anyone
who happens to share their reality,
a realm where the booze is forever
flowing.
The Alcohol Persona is an individual
who utterly protects themselves,
whether or not liquid courage cycles
through their body. They feel its gravity
even when they're not drinking and
especially when their choices or choices
they might make are being challenged.
They see judgment in people's eyes and
find the need, under the influence or
not, to say something about it.
Here's what I say. Just go out and
enjoy yourself. Have a good time and
be safe. Please don't go out looking
for judgment in the eyes of others or
finding the need to guard your choices.
Just make them and deal with them.
Also, watch out for the Alcohol
Persona. One day, it might just stumble
up the stairs and get right in your face
or stare back at you from the mirror.
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The Shop on Bay View Street
by Dara Plath T3
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Fiction
I watched him walk down the street,
both hands tucked into his trousers.
He wore a tan hat, titled slightly to the
side, and emitted an air of old-world
confidence; it was as if he once ruled
these streets as a kid and retained that
reign well into old age.
He chewed a toothpick on the side
of his mouth and when he reached his
small shop on the corner, spit it out into
the flowerpots. I watched as his shaky
hands took a key out of his pocket and
opened the door. He flipped the light
switch on and turned the closed sign
to open.
I watched this man from where I
sat on the bench across the street. The
sun shone high in the sky and hit the
steamy pavement, so it appeared to
sweat black tar. I pulled my baseball
cap down low to shield my damp
eyes until I could barely see the shop.
The street was starting to get busy.
Business men and women walked back
and forth, heading to important jobs.
Children ran by as their mothers called
for them to stop and wait. They would
turn around and glance back at their
slow parents, then carry on running
joyfully to some unknown location.
The man in the shop was cleaning
his windows. He washed each
window elegantly, moving in slow,
fluid motions. He wanted the sun
to shine as brightly as possible
through his windows. That was how
he got his customers. Each window
sparkled in the slanting sunlight and
the man inside seemed to take on an
otherworldly quality, as if he himself
were made of glass. He stepped back
from his work and smiled, confident
that each man, woman, and child who
walked by would be transfixed by the
items sitting inside.
I took a deep breath and unzipped
my sweat shirt. The cool air that
poured onto my sweat-soaked t-shirt
felt good, and I sat a little farther back
on the bench. I was just about to close
my eyes when I heard sirens wailing
in the distance. I jolted upright and
grabbed the paper bag sitting on the
bench beside me. The sirens passed
where I sat and continued on into the
distance. I calmed down a bit, though
my heart continued to beat rapidly.
The man in the store stood at his
door watching the sirens go by. He
saw me on the bench and surveyed
me for a few seconds, before turning
around and continuing on in his
morning tasks.

His name was Stefan, the man who
worked in the store. He was sixty-three
years old and wore tan trousers, brown
oxfords, and a sweater vest everyday.
The pocket of his right pant leg held
a gold watch that his father had given
him, whose father had given him, and
so forth.
Every now and then, Stefan would
pull the watch out and wind it to the
correct time, marveling at the beauty
of its golden face. He had patches of
snow-white hair on his shiny head and
a mustache that curled up on either
side. He was the type of man that
even the young punks that loitered
in the street and deserted alleyways
respected, probably because he always

tried to help them out. He once hired
one of these punks, a tall, skinny kid
who wore a studded belt that matched
his silver lip ring. Stefan had him sweep
the curb outside the store and water
the flowerpots which his wife had
brought from her garden. He never let
the kid near the items though. Stefan
was the only person who was allowed
to handle them, and for good reason.
It happened about a year ago. One
of these young punks went astray and
decided it would be a good idea to rob
Stefan. He donned a black ski mask
and black leather gloves; he had been
watching too much crime TV and
didn't want his fingerprints showing up
anywhere. Little did he know that Stefan

Double Yearning
by Blake Bergeron 'll
Portfolio Staff

I was nearest
then to the talking
double priest of
a newsprint
double yearning.
I dabbled in
scents of decline
sensing
a decline in
the sweetness.

I wanted but
the broad view
the bent
& wicked
telescope ten
miles from
the sniffing
sermon stooped
over flowers
in a garden

study of green.
What I mean
is a swilling
of content: I
overflow like
a swollen
well in May.

had placed security cameras outside
his shop and saw the sucker coming
before he even opened the door. That
was his first mistake; you should
always survey a place first, get a feel
for the people and location.
Before Stefan had owned this shop,
his father had. His father was a tough
man who understood that life was like
a boxing match you were wagered to
lose, but he wasn't afraid to hit back. It
was his father's gun that Stefan pulled
from behind the counter and pointed
at the young punk as he entered the
shop. The kid made a run for it and
Stefan didn't bother calling the cops;
he wouldn't try a stunt like that again.
That was Stefan's mistake. He
should have called the authorities.
They would have told him that the
security system was out of date and if
he didn't want to risk another robbery,
he should replace those outdated and
expired cameras. But Stefan was a
stubborn man whose faults would one
day cost him dearly.
I continued to watch this old man as
he sat at the counter, writing something
in a leather-bound book; probably a
list of inventory, but maybe a journal
which held detailed descriptions of all
the items in his shop, for this was how
much Stefan loved each piece. Every
one had a story, or it would have one.
Tears would come to the eyes of some,
giddy surprise and excitement in the
faces of others; the owners of these
pieces would one day recount when
their lover, or parent, or friend gave
them a small slice of heaven.
I glanced up and down the street.
The crowds were beginning to thin
out as people reached their final
destinations. I took a deep breath, it
was now or never. I grabbed the paper
bag sitting next to me and crossed the
street towards Stefan's shop. I looked
up at the cameras poorly hidden
behind a pot of fresh daisies: they were
as dead as a night sky without the
moon or stars to distinguish it from
total darkness. I opened the door and
a bell rang, signaling my arrival to the
old man who was still perched on a
stool behind the counter. I walked up
to him, my heart beating so violently
that I thought it would burst out of my
chest. I thrust my hand into the paper
bag and for a moment I could sense
some sort of emotion forming in the
old man's eyes.
"This is my girlfriend," I said as a
leafed through the photo album which
had been sitting in the bag. "I need to
buy an engagement ring."
Stefan smiled and brought out
the diamonds.

PORTFOLIO

26 The Cowl

March 31, 2011

The Night-Time Healers:
Fetching Lila
by Keely Mohin '14
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
We sat on Lila's overstuffed velvet
coach. She bustled about in the kitchen
(or should I say kitchen comer—her entire
apartment was just one large room with
her toilet and bathtub concealed by a room
separator) as Grady and I were left to our
own devices. He, of course, sat upright,
hands folded on his lap, and stared
straight ahead. He leaned against the back
of the coach, tired and weary from our
narrow escape from the patrolman. We
somehow managed to escape through
a back exit, hide in a dirt pit in the forest
as Prime Minister Braden's men scoured
for us with dogs, and took the first portal
to the human realm in the morning. We,
following Tabitha's instructions, found
Lila's apartment and told her we needed
to use her phone after a car accident. We
had yet to tell her the truth.
"Here we are," she said, walking
towards us with a tray holding two tea
cups and a plate of cookies. She sat down
on the coffee table in front of us and
handed them to us.
"Do you have milk?" I asked
pleasantly, trying to sound as human
as possible.
"Oh, sorry sweetie, that's not tea! It's
soda. I'm just out of other clean cups.
Here," she said holding out the plate,
"have some cookies." Grady grabbed a
few roughly from the plate.

"So, did you two get in touch with
your insurance companies?" she asked,
eyeing the phone on the floor beside us.
I glanced at Grady who had buried his
face in his cup. I nudged him, which
exaggerated into spilling down his chin.
Lila stood up, shooting a confused look
in my direction, and retrieved some
paper towels from the counter.
"You have to tell her!" I whispered
urgently to Grady as Lila paused in
her task to roll up the hems of her
paint-splattered overalls.
"I will!" Grady answered, "I'm just
waiting for the right moment!"
Lila handed the towels to Grady who
patted his chin and shirt. She sat back down
on the coffee table and smiled expectantly
at us. I waited for Grady to speak, deciding
that since it was his mother, he should be
the one to break the news that oh, by the
way, we weren't in a car accident, we're
not human, and oh, yeah, I'm your son.
He, however, just began eating a cookie
like a dumb mule. A look of worry and
suspicion began to cloud Lila's face.
"So," I said in a determined effort
to distract her, "are you an artist?' I
pointed to an easel and some paints
set up by a bay window. She glanced
behind her and smiled.
"I guess you could say that. Technically,
I work at the local children's museum,
but sometimes I get my stuff displayed. I
guess I'm an artist if that sorry occupation
counts. But, really, enough about me, you
two should really call someone. You look
like you've been to Hell and back.

Shore Leave
I found a port of ancient vice,
by Bobby Bretz ’12
A whole town built of steel and rice,
Portfolio Staff
Whose whores have all the money
and whose kids have the lice,
And whose eyes resemble barren pools of ice.
Where ships set down and sailors float
Down the ashen avenues from their iron boats
(As hard as they pretend to be,
they tremble as they dote
On the corpses in the gutters as they bloat).
Where the drunk take from the poor and lame
To fund their rotten poker games
In dirty dives that look the same,
Get drunker still, and drink to shame.
Where down the wharves the rats all dance,
Health is for the happy and survival goes to chance;
You might begin discerning faces with a tertiary glance
Before they fade out in that fishy phantom trance.
Where tongueless tramps all curse and scream
At dry rot junks sliding down the stream
While the maggots mumble and the sewers steam,
Augmenting the bad and blighted dream.
We all hobble down the starless sky,
We pick and scratch at our wooden eyes,
And pluck our ears off when the cockerels cry,
But no one isn’t ready to die.

"You, of all people, have no idea,"
Grady said dryly as he twirled the last
bit of cookie between his fingers.
"What...?" Lila asked. I sighed.
"Ok," I said, "here's the deal. We
weren't in a car accident. We don't even
drive. We're not even human. We're
Healers from the Valley corresponding to
this town. The valley you used to live in."
Lila's face went white in an instant.
Her eyes widened, her mouth dropped,
and, after a few quiet moments, she stood
up frantically, her hand clasped against
her throat, and began walking about the
small apartment as if possessed. Grady
looked at me helplessly, the first sign of
true and unadulterated emotion since I
had met him. Gone were the pretenses in
his eyes, the careful mask of indifference.
He was scared, worried, and confused,
and I saw every bit of it in his face, every
remnant of emotion that Prime Minister
Braden had sought to prevent the
moment he had enacted the new laws.
Lila, who had been muttering to herself
and wringing her hands, suddenly
turned towards us, a look of complete
happiness and anticipation on her face.
"My son!" She exclaimed. "You must
know my son, Grady. His father's name
is Braden, son of Tabitha. They used to
live south of the town along The Great
River!" I looked helplessly at Grady,
who stood slowly from the coach and
placed his cup calmly on the coffee table.
"I'm..." he said with an awkward
cough, "I'm your son." Lila let out a slow,
happy sob, and pulled him suddenly into

a bone-crushing hug. She pulled away at
moments, staring happily into his face,
placing kisses on his cheek, and then
suddenly pulled him close once more. I
recognized the tentativeness of Grady's
reaction, seeing the same apprehension in
his actions as I had displayed in my own
when encountering my own parents.
"I knew your father would send you
to me one day. I knew he would. Every
night I prayed for it." She said as she
wiped tears from her eyes and cheeks.
"How is he? How is Tabitha? How is
the Valley? Is it still as I remember it?"
"Well..." Grady said softly. Lila
recognized the turn in his tone and
glanced helplessly at me.
"It isn't good," I said to relieve her
unbearable doubt. "Braden's prime
minister now and he has exacted
laws prohibiting the display or even
experience of emotion among healers.
There are no relations between us,
save for members of The Resistance—
a movement headed by Tabitha to
overthrow the new regime. She thought
you could help us. She thought his
seeing you would end this somehow.
Apparently your leaving had a greater
effect than anyone suspected. We're
here to bring you back to The Central
Valley." Grady and I stood in silence,
letting the truth sink in for Lila and
waiting for her response.
"Why," she asked with a soft, tired
laugh, "did no one come for me sooner?"
To be continued...

Grains
by Emily Goodnow ’14
Portfolio Staff
Drink up the droplets of wine in the cup.
Sing in the seconds the accordion fades.
Embrace the ones who stumble and stagger.
Lead with the heart ingrained in your chest.

Encircle yourself with sturdy links.
Care for every precious presence.
Relish in rambunctious unity.
Lead with the allies ingrained in your path.

Smell the raindrops sprinkled over grass.
Seek the sounds of rippling thunder.
Sift through sandboxes and search for gold.
Lead with the senses ingrained in your cells.
Speak of words unknown and underused.
Write the phrases on the tips of your fingers.
Formulate questions vain and vulgar.
Lead with the thoughts ingrained in your brain.

PORTFOLIO

March 31, 2011

Old Dark Night
Part 1
by Kiernan Dunlop '14
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
"Why...why...why?" she thought to
herself as she maneuvered around the
puddles in her Converses. She should
have listened to her horoscope when it
told her to stay in bed. She had to at least
try, though. She owed herself that much.
So what if she came in looking like a wet
dog? It wasn't that much different than
what she normally looked like anyway.
So, she pulled her hood tighter over
her head and continued on her way. A
week ago she never would've thought
she would be in this position, but then
again, a lot happened that week that she
never thought would've happened. Just
when she was turning the comer, about
to reach her destination, a car swooped
by and she was soaked to the bone. "And
I thought it couldn't get any worse," she
mumbled. She walked forward, pushed
open the door, and was met by a bone
crushing embrace.
"You silly girl, you never did
remember your umbrella," said the
woman as she pulled the girl in tighter.
She didn't miss this. There was a reason
she hadn't come back for ten years; she
had planned on never coming back, at
least until last week.
The week had started off as normal
as any other, working at the coffeehouse
from nine to five and going home to
a bowl of ramen noodles. She hated
working at that coffeehouse, but she
needed money so she dealt with the
ignorant jerks by cursing them in her
head with a smile on her face. She sat
down with her noodles about to watch
Jeopardy, when she heard a knock at the
door. No one knew where she lived,
so she shouted, "You have the wrong
apartment" at the top of her lungs, too
comfortable to bother getting up and
opening the door.

A deep voice answered back, "Is this
the apartment of a Ms. Billie Tesla?" She
jumped. How did he know that name?
She thought no one knew that name
anymore; she had been going by Daisy
Trenton for so long she barely even
remembered it. She had to think: did she
answer the door, or did she run? She had
never been in this situation before, she
thought that she was safe; she thought
that she had secluded herself enough that
she would never be found, and she hadn't
been until now. "I know you're in there, I
followed you here from Audley Square,"
said the deep voice in the hallway, and
it made her cringe even more. How did
he know what she looked like? She had
to know who it was; she at least had to
know who she had to run away from.
She walked to her door as silently as she
could and peered through the keyhole
and saw a massive figure unfold before
her, holding an envelope in his hand. She
had to hold herself up on the wall to keep
from fainting. Wiry was this happening?
She thought she could live the rest of her
life quiet and unnoticed.
"Dear, would you like some tea," the
sound of the old woman's voice bringing
her back to the present moment.
"I'm sorry?" Billie said, taken away
with her own thoughts.
"Tea, dear?" the old woman said as
she passed her a mug.
"Oh yes, thank you," Billie said as
she let her nerve come back to her.
"Now honey, don't think you are
going to get away with ignoring me for
ten years without some questions," the
old woman said looking at her intently.
"I wasn't ignoring you, I just..."
confused at what to say, she took a sip
of her tea and then continued, "I just
needed to get away for awhile."
"Did you think getting away would
solve anything?"
"I had until a few days ago."
"Why've you come back then?"
"That's too long a story to get into

Staff Pick of the Week
Uncle Petro and Goldbach's Conjecture
by Apostolos Doxiadis
Greek author Apostolos Doxiadis’ 1992 book is about a young man, the
“most favored nephew,” of his eccentric Uncle Petros, the black sheep of
the Papachristos family. As the story progresses, we learn with our narrator
that his elderly uncle, always misjudged by his two brothers as one of life’s
failures, was, in fact, an incredibly gifted and well-known mathematician.
Petros failed in his attempt to solve an unproven and seemingly impossible
mathematical theorem, from which the book gets its title. The book is, in
many ways, about math and academia—in some ways, we see the magical
side of mathematics, and also the dirty side of academia, as our narrator
learns the story of his uncle’s life. Along the way, we also see the power
of family to both help and hurt people, and we find ourselves asking some
important questions of ourselves about goals, vocation, and gifts. The book
moves quickly, providing a pleasant and thought-provoking read that could
be finished in an evening, but even in its brevity, it provokes deeper, more
vital questions: How do we discover our gifts? What are we meant to do
with those gifts? Should the goals we set be absolutely attainable, so that
we can never be considered a failure? And what is a failure—it is someone
who fails at what they set out to do, or someone who never sets out to do
something great? Uncle Petros and Goldbach’s Conjecture is not a book
merely about mathematics, nor is it only intended for mathematicians—it
is about vocation, intended for all of us who have striven for success, tasted
failure, and yearned to discover our true calling in life.
-Tom Nailor '12

right now, I just need your help"
"How could I possibly help you?"
"You know how," said Billie as she
pulled something out of her bag. Billie
handed the old woman an envelope.
The old woman read its contents
and replied, "You know I haven't been
involved in any of that for years. Why
would you come to me?
"Because you are the best," Billie
said matter-of-factly.
"It's going to take a lot more than
flattery for you to get me involved
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with all of this again," said the
woman as she took the empty mugs
and walked back to the kitchen. She
sighed, "You got yourself into a bad
spot, didn't you Billie?"
"You know better than to call me by
that name and that I am not the person
that landed me here."
"How did you get a hold of this
envelope anyway?"

To be continued...

Boys Bathroom
Stall Impressionst
by Tom Nailor’12
Portfolio Staff »

Back in '87 I was a member of the
Boys Bathroom Stall Impressionists
that being an artistic movement at
New York 6th Street School
made up of a group of us
who had just learned who
the Impressionists were
and fancied ourselves artists.
I’d probably describe them,
the drawings, I mean, as
mainly characterized
by scribbled vulgarities
and unsure details
when it came right down to
what a real woman looked like.
Except for his.
Except for Tony Klonowski’s,
who claimed to have seen a pair
while visiting his Dad in Portland.
Tony's parents were divorced.
He claimed this made him
‘avant-garde’,
that his pieces were a
. ‘reflection of a tortured soul’,
even at age 13.
These were phrases
he claimed to have heard
from the same woman
who took the first bite of the apple.
When Tony moved out to Portland
to make sure he had a
‘good male influence’
(or so his mother said),
I came with everyone else
to say goodbye. To see him off.

Gifis went crazy for Tony Klonowski,
and back then he had already
kissed half a dozen girls.
I had kissed none, save my Mother.
Back then, in ’87,
I wished I were Tony most days.
But now I don’t.
Maybe he’s still an artist, though
I’ve never seen his work.
He’s probably mixed in
with an artsy crowd
where women show it off
anytime you want
even though you never do.
Still. Sometimes when I lie in bed
next to my wife, who sleeps softly,
in our modest suburban home,
I think of Tony.
I wonder where he is
and I wonder who he’s drawing
on the walls of whatever
dingy bathroom stall he’s in.
I wonder if she looks better
than the woman that I married,
or if he still draws eyes like almonds
and mouths like drooping lines.
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PC IN PICTURES

Compiled by
Dan Nieto '11 &
Billy Nawrocki '12

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/THE COWL

SAADIA AHMAD ‘14/ TH E COWL

ABOVE:
As the main feature event of PC's Unity Week, Sonya
Sanchez spoke about diversity and shared selected works
of her poetry on Wednesday, March 30.

ABOVE RIGHT:
During the spring break, students traveled to various
locations across the U.S. to assist in building houses with
Habitat for Humanity.
RIGHT:
Reformed Neo-Nazi TJ Leyden shared his transformational
story from a lifestyle of hate and violence to one of
acceptance and respect for differences.

RUTH DONAGHEY ’13/THE COWL

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

Elizabeth Taylor by Bridget Reed T 2

BELOW:
A dancer performs at the Imaginasian Event that was held this
past Sunday, March 27.

"A Legendary Beauty

T) Roving

Photography
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What was the weirdest thing to
happen on your spring break?

"I pantsed my Mom."
Kenzie Miller '13

"We rode an ostrich."
Jaime Lipski '11, Allison O'Brien '11

"Steve Wilhelmsen wore a speedo."
Emily Goodman '11

"I got asked to Prom..."
Sean Phillips '11

"I got lazer hair removal."
Olivia Murino '14, Greg Smith'13,
Maria McGlade '13

"I was the only one to show up for Civ!"
Reverend Father Peter M. Batts, O.P

"MTV let me host again."
- Carson Daly

ADVERTISEMENT
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i HOP for
HOPE
Come jump rope for breast cancer
Sunday, April 17th
1:00pm Registration & festivities
2:00pm Start hopping!
Food & refreshments ★ Fun for the whole family

Warwick Mall
(near the Carousel and Food Court)

For more info and to sign up, go to:

shapeupri.org/ihopforhope
All proceeds to benefit:

Shape UpRI

Women&Infants

Gloria Gemma breast cancer resource foundation

Sponsored by:
iHOP

Warwick Mall
..

APARTMENT/S FOR RENT/LEASE
58 & 60 EATON STREET
AVAILABLE JUNE, 2011

LOCATED across from FENNELL GATES at the corner of Pembroke Avenue

FEATURING: New, Stainless Steel Appliances/built-in Dishwashers...motion control fan/lights,
New (free) Washer & Dryer...Ultra-Modern Apartments...off street Parking w/Security Lighting
for 10 cars on Pembroke Ave...3 Outdoor Porches...fenced yard...Ask about Credits?

1st. Floor: 6 Rooms...3 spacious Bedrooms w/large closets...living room...Game Room w/walkout
onto outdoor Porch w/new Gas Grill & furniture 6/11..Hardwood Floors...Modern, large
Bath/Shower...Applianced Kitchen w/large cabinet/counter area.

2nd. Floor: Same layout & floor space as the 1st. floor, also w/Game Room & walkout onto
Porch!
3rd. Floor: 6 Rooms..4 spacious Bedrooms w/large closets...New Bath w/walk-in shower...new
Kitchen...entire apartment has been updated.
- RENT 1 OR ALL 3 APARTMENTS -

FOR DETAILS CALL: 401.331.9866 Office or 401.523.5536 Cell
E-MAIL: Ilettieri36@riliving.com
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Friars Sporeboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

David McCarthy

Justine Stratton

Men's Track
Junior — Waterford, Ireland
McCarthy earned All-American status
while leading the Friars at the NCAA
Indoor Track and Field Championships.

Softball
Senior — Fresno, Calif.
Stratton led the way for the Friars with a
.500 batting average, six runs, eight hits,
a home run, and six RBIs in six games.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday, March 24
Softball vs. Brown
Softball vs. Brown

W, 10-2
W, 10-3

Friday, March 25
Women's Tennis vs. Georgetown

L, 6-0

Saturday, March 26
Softball vs. DePaul
Softball vs. DePaul
Men's Lacrosse vs. Siena

L, 3-0
W, 4-0
L, 9-8

Sunday, March 27
Softball vs. DePaul

Thursday, March 31
Softball vs. Hartford

3:30 p.m.

Saturday, Apr. 2
Softball at Notre Dame
Softball at Notre Dame
Women's Tennis at Siena
Men's Lacrosse vs. Lafayette
Track vs. Bryant University Invitational

12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
All Day

Sunday, Apr. 3
Softball at Notre Dame
Women's Tennis vs. Albany, N.Y.

11:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Apr. 5
Softball at Harvard
Men's Lacrosse at Yale

4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Apr. 6
Softball vs. Yale
Softball vs. Yale

2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

L, 6-3

Tuesday, March 29
Softball at Fairfield
Women's Tennis vs. Sacred Heart
Track vs. Bryant Quad Meet

W, 2-0
Ind. Results
Ind. Results

Standings
Big East Men's Lacrosse
Big East
T
L

Big East Women's Softball

Overall
L
W

T

Team

W

Syracuse
Georgetown
Notre Dame
Rutgers
Villanova
Providence

2
2
0
0
0
0

0
1
0
0
1
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

7
3
5
4
7
2

0
4
0
2
2
5

0
0
0
0
0
0

St. John's

0

1

0

2

5

0

Big East
Team
Syracuse
Pittsburgh
USF
DePaul
Louisville
Connecticut
Georgetown
Providence
Villanova
Notre Dame
St. John's
Seton Hall
Rutgers

w
3
3
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
2
2
0
1
3
3
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T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

W
24
23
19
17
91
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11
7
12
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12
10

L
5
7
15
8
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JLU
13
25
17
16
7
18
16
19

T
0
0
0
o
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0
o
o
o
o
0
0
0
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Providence's Rally Not Enough as Saints Top PC, 9-8
by Sean Bailey '14
Sports Staff

the scoring for the Friars in the fourth,
tying the game up at 8 with 1:18 left.
Helda did it in fashion too, spinning
away from the defender and launching
the ball into the safety of the back of
the net.
However, Siena would get the last
punch, as they picked up a loose ball in
front of the net for the game-winning
goal with 20 seconds left to rip the
hearts out of the Friars.
Jake Goodelman did very well for
the Friars in net, making 10 saves.
"Jake Goodelman started his first
game ever against Siena and did a very
good job in the goal for us," said Coach
Burdick, "Zach has played tough and
been physical for us lately, his ability
to score is something as a defender
we would like to see develop. Barton
is very dynamic between the lines and
created a great goal in transition. He's
a special player."
The Friars have two games next
week against Lafayette and Yale.
"This is a young team. It's a fact, not
an excuse," said Burdick, "We need
to learn what they can count on each
other for. Saturday, they learned
that they will all bounce back from
adversity. Now they have to learn to
finish the job."

Lacrosse
It was a tough and exhausting week
for the Lacrosse Team, falling to in-state
rival Bryant 13-6 on March 22 before
returning home and battling former
MAAC foe Siena. The Friars ignited
three dramatic comebacks
against
Siena before bowing out, losing 9-8 on
a last second Siena goal.
The game against Bryant was ugly
from the start, as the former top ten
team bolted out of the gate to score
the game's first six goals. Steve Lydon
'11 temporarily stopped the bleeding
by notching a goal off an assist by
Jake Nolan '12, but the Bulldogs
responded by scoring the next two
goals to head into halftime 8-1. Bryant
then opened up the scoring in the third
quarter, taking advantage of a man-up
opportunity, and padding an already
big lead. However, the Friars would
not relent in the fourth quarter. Josh
Torres '11 found the back of the cage
from another Nolan assist with four
seconds left in the third, and Bryan
Annecchino '14 benefitted from a
Nolan pass as well, securing the ball
into the back of the net to cut the lead
to 9-3.
The Bulldogs would quickly end
whatever momentum the Friars had,
finishing the game on top, 13-6. Nolan
notched four points for the Friars,
while Josh Torres '13 had two goals.
"Jake is a hard working player who has
energy and enthusiasm for the game,"
said Head Coach Chris Burdick. "He
plays 100 miles per hour on every play
and that allows him to improve each
week. His play and the play of Josh
Torres were the only two bright spots
in that Bryant performance."
Providence squared off against
Siena on Saturday, March 26. In this
Holy affair (Saints vs. Friars), the
Friars fell behind very quickly to the
Saints, as the score was 4-0 heading
into halftime.
The Friars would refuse to relent
though, despite the subpar last six
quarters of play. Evan Helda '11
ignited the rally with an unassisted
goal with 14:54 left to go in the quarter.
PC would take advantage with a manup, with Mike Feldgberg '11 collecting
a goal off a Nolan assist. Six seconds
later, Zachary Rogers followed suit

PROVIDENCE LACROSSE
vs.
SYRACUSE
COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Mike Feldberg '11 had two goals in Providence’s narrow loss to Siena at home on Saturday, March
31. Despite initiating a rally, PC lost 9-8.

with a goal, drawing the Friars to
within one at 4-3. This was the kind
of run the Friars desperately needed
heading into the fourth quarter, which
would be riveting to say the least.
"The guys bounced back from
adversity on several occasions,"
said Coach Burdick, "We failed to
execute on some simple offensive
opportunities in the first half and
instead of getting down, the guys
rallied and made some plays."
The fourth quarter would resemble
a boxing match where both fighters
square up in the center of the ring
and trade blows, with neither team
fully being able to pull away. Nolan
started the brawl with a goal off an
Andrew Barton '14 pass to knot things
up with the Saints at four. Then it was

Siena's turn to punch back, and they
did, collecting the next two goals to
dizzy the Friars and put themselves
up, 6-4. The Friars came back strong
though, with a Feldberg goal from an
impossible angle that cut the Saints
lead to 6-5. Barton would come back a
minute later crashing the net off a pick
to tie things up again.
The Saints took the hits and
counterpunched, scoring the next two
goals, and with 4:23 to play, the Saints
were clinging to an 8-6 lead. The fight
still had more rounds though, and
the Friars won the next two. Bryan
Annecchino '14 was big towards the
effort, as Barton found him for a goal to
draw PC within one, 8-7. Helda, who
opened the floodgates for PC at the
beginning of the third quarter, closed

Saturday, April 16,
at Gillette Stadium
4:00 p.m.
Tickets are still available
at ticketmaster.com.

Don’t miss out on the
Friars’ biggest game
of the season at the
premier lacrosse
facility in
New England.

COOLEY: Central High Player Comes Back to RI
continued from back page
have the talent to play for PC. But for
Cooley, the story is just beginning.
"This is going to be a marriage
made in heaven for a long, long, long,
long time," said Coach Cooley to the
fans last week. He was greeted with
thunderous applause.
Cooley inherits a team that finished
4-14 in the Big East and has been
criticized for its lack of hustle and
workmanship. And for all the onthe-court troubles, the team's off-thecourt issues remain a concern. Cooley
intends to target these areas and
swiftly improve them.
"Let's do this the right way," he
said. "We want to become the most
dominant,
most
physical,
most
disciplined team not this year, not next
year, but every year."
The process by which this
transformation
will be
effected
necessarily involves some changes in
the program. Coach Cooley brings with
him three of his Fairfield assistants. Bob
Simon, Fairfield's associate head coach,
has interviewed for the Stags' head
coaching position, but will come to
Providence if he is not awarded that job.
Cooley decided last week to part ways
with Chris Driscoll, the only holdover

from Keno Davis' staff. Driscoll's
departure raised some eyebrows, if
only for his extensive connections in
the New England preparatory school
circuit. However, Coach Cooley has
an extensive recruiting network of his
own, and comes to Providence highly
touted for what Fr. Shanley called his
ability to connect.
Cooley will also evaluate the status
of the ten returning scholarship
players, and indicated to The Providence
Journal this week that some of those
players may not return.
All of this, including Coach
Cooley's Focus Machine (the treadmill
that will have a prominent place and
role in his practices at Mullaney
Gymnasium), are all designed to
make Providence a winning program
that other teams will look to for
inspiration. And Cooley believes this
can be done.
"We're going to win and we're going
to win big," he said, speaking words
that sent Mullaney Gymnasium into a
raucous standing ovation.
More than anything else, Cooley
has the ability to inspire optimism and
confidence in everyone he meets. And
Providence is in sore need of them both
at this tumultuous point in the program's
history. However tumultuous life might
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Povidence fans hope that Ed Cooley will save a program that has suffered its fair share of hard
knocks both on the court and off the court.

be on the basketball court right now,
Cooley has the perspective and the
life experience to know that success is
attainable by humility, perseverance,
and hard work.
"This is a family. This is a community,"
said an adamant Cooley. "We will set

the place on fire. If you come in late,
don't come in."
For Friar fans, it seems that there
is no better time than now to come
in. When the Dunk becomes Cooley's
Inferno next winter, you will not want
to be left out in the cold.
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Tennis Team Takes
Lumps to Start Spring
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Passion for Baseball, Fans
Made Mondor Great

by Dan McNamara '13
Sports Staff

by John Butler '11
Sports Editor

Tennis

Minor League Baseball

The Tennis Team faced three Big
East foes over Spring Break in a span
of three days. On Saturday, March 12,
the Friars fell to Cincinnati 7-0, on a
neutral site match which was held
at the University of Pittsburgh. The
Friars were led by Marisela AvilesDuron '13 as she hung tough at first
singles. Early on, she was able to
control the tempo and ended up
coming out of the first set tiebreak to
take an early lead, but fell in the next
two sets to a tough loss.
At second singles, Maria Clara
Bernardez '14 played a flawless first set
as she jumped out to a 6-3 first set win.
She also fell in the next two sets.
On Sunday, March 13, the Friars
headed to Morgantown, W.V. to take
on the Mountaineers. They suffered
their second conference loss, with
a 7-0 defeat to a good West Virginia
team. The Friars hung tough at first
and second doubles, but were unable
to grab enough games to pull out the
pro-sets.
The next day, the Friars could not
get any bounces as they once again
fell on the road by a score of 7-0 at
the hands of the Pittsburgh Panthers.
Aviles-Duron and Bernardez teamed
up to take down their opponents 8-5
at the first doubles position. The win
marked the first career Big East doubles
victory for the duo. Aviles-Durong and
Bernardez are now 12-10 this season at
that spot.
In their next Big East affair, the Friars
wrapped up a four-game conference
stint with the Georgetown Hoyas. The
Friars fell 6-0 in singles play. There
were no doubles matches. The Friars
came out as flat as they hit their balls
and could not muscle out many points.
Ayushi Sinha '11 was the only Friar to
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Maria Clara Bernardez ’14 has been playing well
for the Friars this season.

win a set as she forced a third set in her
third singles match.
The Friars return to action on
Saturday, April 2, at Siena. Providence
returns to action the next day for a
meeting with Albany at home.

Got a Minute?
Alexis Smith ’12 catches up with Bertan Unal ’ll of the Lacrosse Team.
Bertan Unal
Senior
#17
Defense
Lacrosse
Potomac, Md.

Must-See TV: Calijbmication
Karaoke Song: "Your Love" by The
Outfield
Guilty Pleasure: Sarku Japan
Late Night Snack: Pretzel M&M's
Food He Can't Stand: Almonds
Best Meal He Can Make: Cereal
Must-See Entertainer: O.A.R.

When the Pawtucket Red Sox open
the 2011 season with a home game at
McCoy Stadium next week against
the Rochester Red Wings, things will
not be quite the same. McCoy will
undoubtedly be brimming with smiling
faces and happy families watching
America's pastime in perhaps the
nation's finest minor league ballpark.
But missing from McCoy will be the
man who made all this possible: the
late owner of the Pawtucket Red Sox,
Ben Mondor.
Mondor, who was an honorary
graduate and longtime benefactor of
Providence College, passed away on
Oct. 3, 2011, and although his passing
was felt immediately by his family and
friends, baseball fans in Rhode Island
are beginning now to sense more
acutely the passing of the man who
resurrected minor league baseball in
Rhode Island.
Readers who are not from Rhode
Island might not understand at
first glance Mondor's impact, or his
enduring legacy upon the Pawtucket
Red Sox. But his impact and legacy
should
not be
underestimated.
Thousands of children in Rhode Island
every summer make trips to McCoy
to see great baseball games featuring
players destined for future glory at
Fenway. It is practically a religious
ritual for every elementary school in
the state to host at least one PawSox
night every spring. Middle and high
school choruses routinely sing the
National Anthem at McCoy. Young
and old alike flock to Pawtucket on
summer nights to watch fireworks
set off from McCoy in honor of the
nation's holidays. And if you have
never been to a friend's birthday party
with the PawSox, then you have lived
a deprived childhood.
We Rhode Islanders tend to take
all this for granted. I suspect that is
due in large part to how ingrained the
Pawtucket Red Sox are in the psyche
of this state and its people. We attend
games and watch fireworks shows,
assuming this is the way it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
But that is not the case at all.
In fact, when Mondor bought
the PawSox in 1977, he acquired a
bankrupt ball club on the brink of
being deprived of its membership in
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professional baseball. The team had
little talent to speak of (and a record
that reflected it), and a small base of
disillusioned fans. The PawSox drew
a total of 70,000 fans to their games
during the entire 1977 season. Contrast
that with the Boston Red Sox, who
drew an average of over 75,000 fans per
series in the 1977 season.
Mondor stepped in and swiftly
turned the club's prospects around. The
PawSox became a perennial contender
in the International League, winning a
championship in 1984. Fans began to
flock back to McCoy, and there was a
true feeling of renewal in Pawtucket
during the 1980s. Much of this renewal
was thanks to the jovial man with the
pleasant smile who owned the team.
Mondor also oversaw the massive
renovations to McCoy Stadium in
1998. The present stadium is now one
of the most modern and well-equipped
in the International League. Average
game attendance is now over 7,000,
which is nearly seven times what it
was when Mondor took over the team.
And during an era when professional
baseball ticket prices skyrocketed,
Mondor did everything he could to
keep prices low. In his 34 years at the
helm of the organization, he raised
prices just five times, accounting for
a total increase of $4.00. Even today,
tickets are available for as little as $5.00.
The story
of the
PawSox's
resurgence speaks to Mondor's skill
as an administrator and owner, but
behind the businessman was a gentle
spirit with a passion for baseball and
its ability to bring people together.
He recognized the important role
than baseball can play in the fabric
of a community and ensured that his
Pawtucket Red Sox were accessible to
everyone. For Mondor, winning was
important, but so were the fans.
As the PawSox take the field this
season with a simple patch reading
"BEN" on their right sleeves, things
will not be the same, for things are
never the same after the death of a
legend. But the example Mondor set
for all of us—fans, players, coaches, et
a/za—about hard work, having a vision,
and the value of community speaks for
itself. It remains for us to remember,
and to act on that example.

AIKEN: It is Nearly Imoossible to Predict Who Will Win
continued from back page
matchup. The VCU Rams have played
phenomenally during the tournament,
beating USC, Georgetown, Purdue,
Florida State, and Kansas en route to the
Final Four. Not too bad for an 11 seed,
huh? But the reason the Rams failed
to earn a good seed is a result of their
mediocre regular season, in which they
suffered some really bad losses to teams
including South Florida, UAB, Georgia
State, Northeastern, George Mason,
Drexel, James Madison, and twice to
Old Dominion. No wonder nobody
predicted these guys: even Providence
notched wins over South Florida and
Northeastern. Nonetheless, the VCU
Rams are on fire right now, and they
have a great chance to make it to the
championship game. As long as their
hot shooting continues and they are able
to take care of the basketball, they will
not surprise too many people if their
historic run continues.
In order for that to happen though,
they are going to have to defeat a
very good Butler team led by the

stellar play of Shelvin Mack and
Matt Howard. The Bulldogs' trek
to the Final Four includes victories
over Old Dominion (who beat VCU
twice), Pittsburgh, Wisconsin, and
Florida. Even though Butler made it
to the championship game and nearly
knocked off Duke to win it last year,
they entered the tournament as only
an eight seed.
The Bulldogs did not have many
quality wins this year, but they did
lose a number of games to inferior
competition, so their seed is not
much of a surprise. Nevertheless,
the way they have played as of late
is surprising, except to Brad Stevens,
that is. The 33-year-old coach, who just
signed a staggering 12-year contract
extension to remain at Butler, believes
that his team is good enough to beat
anybody, and judging by the the last
two seasons, he doesn't seem to be as
crazy as everyone initially thought.
If Bu’tler, who is favored to win on
Saturday night, beats VCU, they will
accomplish something special and
rare, and will be in select company.

But then again, if VCU wins, I could
say the very same thing.
Despite the hype surrounding this
game, the other semifinal is no slouch
by any means. Two powerhouse
basketball schools with two of the most
respected coaches in the business will
clash in the second game, as fourthseeded Kentucky takes on thirdseeded Connecticut in what should
be one of the most exciting games of
the tournament thus far. A side note
about this matchup is that both teams
like Lamb, and I don't mean the food.
Doron Lamb of Kentucky and Jeremy
Lamb of Connecticut (no relation) will
each be key components in this game,
just as they have been all year long.
Kentucky had a very good season,
culminating with a win over Florida
in the SEC Championship game. Led
by Brandon Knight and Terrence
Jones, the Wildcats are hoping to bring
Coach John Calipari back to the NCAA
Championship game. And if they are able
to slow down Kemba Walker (and notice
how I say slow down instead of stop), the
Wildcats have a shot to advance.

Jim Calhoun and his Huskies are
hoping to add another championship
to their resume. The 2011 Big East
Champion Connecticut Huskies,
led by Walker and Lamb are one of
the hottest teams in basketball right
now, and they look poised to bring
another national championship back
to Storrs, Conn. Walker, who has
proven himself to be the nation's
most valuable player, has been
virtually unstoppable this season,
and now that the other members of
his team have elevated their games,
the Huskies seem to be unstoppable
as well. Also, Connecticut defeated
Kentucky 84-67 in November in the
Maui Invitational, but obviously that
has no bearing on Saturday's game.
If the two best teams prevail,
the championship will consist of
Connecticut and Butler, but this
year's tournament has proven that it
is nearly impossible to predict who
is going to win. Nonetheless, the
games will be exciting to watch and
will be followed by a slew of spirited
discussion and debate.
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A Salute
to a
Marine

with Chris Torello
Commentary
My cousin, James Thurston, is in
the Marines. He is already on his way
to Afghanistan for a nine-month tour
of duty. It is a scary feeling to know
that I have a family member over in
hostile territory. To make things worse,
I had no idea he was stopping home
this past weekend to see our family. I
could not make the trip home. Then, I
received text messages and voicemails
informing me that he now has a
fiancee. I have only met her once, but
she is a great, young woman and she
makes him happy.
It's funny. I remember growing up
with him and playing wiffle ball, touch
football, basketball, and whatever
else we could turn into a game. He
was a superb athlete. He always had
a nice swing in baseball, and the soft
stroke needed to make the long shot in
basketball. God, I loved those times.
Now, here we are, all grown up.
I'm about to graduate college and he
is headed off to war with the terrors of
wedding planning awaiting his return.
In these trying times of economic
recession, never-ending war, and a
political blame game that is getting this
country nowhere, the word "hope"
seems like a distant campaign promise
that has dissipated into constant questions.
But there is hope when it comes to
family and the memories you create
with them. For me, the thoughts of
Jimmy over in Afghanistan will be
replaced with the times he and I
had while playing sports when we
were younger. The countless games
of pool basketball and pool table
battles with our cousins will stand
forever with the memories of street
hockey and the infamous Dollar
Game that is played on almost every
family occasion.

There are also the memories of the
Pro Wrestling binge that the male
cousins in our family went on during
the mid to late '90s. Among our favorite
wrestlers were Brett "The Hitman"
Hart, Hulk Hogan, The Undertaker,
Sting, Goldberg, the Big Show, and the
infamous owner who jumped in the
ring from time to time, Ric Flair.
We all had the Nintendo games and
the wrestling dolls that would talk
when you pinned them to the ground
(closet wrestling maniacs know what I
am talking about). We used to make up
names and compete in the legendary
arenas that were our bedrooms. We
tried to stay on the bed, but we liked
the dramatics of expanding the fights
to the floor and the rest of die house.
As we grew older, we strayed from
full body contact and enjoyed the
ever-so-popular Sock 'Em Boppers. I
have never been able to understand
how inflating two big round objects
and bashing each other in the head
could be fun, but somehow, we
managed just fine.
I remember my first (and only)
match was up in our Aunt Allison's
third floor playroom. Jimmy and I
went up against each other in one
of the many ultimate pretend HBO
Sock 'Em Boppers specials that went
live from Middlebury, Conn. Five
seconds into the first round, Jimmy
leveled me with a right hook to the
left cheek. It was only after that he
said, "Oh yeah, Chris, I should have
told you I have been taking boxing
lessons down at the YMCA." We
laughed our heads off.
All these moments seem so long
ago, yet now I only wish we could
go back and relive them. This
is not the case. Jimmy is now a
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Marine, and I am one of the several
family members and friends whose
heartbeat will not return to normal
rhythm until he walks back into his
home in nine months.
I can now understand what it feels
like to be a worried family member
waiting for the next piece of mail,
and counting down the days to their
soldier's safe return home.

I will be thinking of him every
single day. I will pray for him and all
of our brave men and women who are
protecting the very freedom that we
take for granted.
He is my fellow athlete, my fellow
pro wrestling buddy, and my fellow
Sock 'Em Bopper boxer. He is my
favorite Marine. He is my cousin, and I
will see him soon.

Grosso's Complete Game Shutout Gets Win for Providence
by Bridget Stack '13
Sports Staff

Softball
The Softball team won on Tuesday
March, 29, against Fairfield University
2-0. This win improved the Friars' record
to 12-17 overall and 1-2 in the Big East.
The game stayed tied as both
teams were unable to bring in a run
unhl the top of the fifth inning, when
Providence's Jen Abrams '12 started
the momentum by hitting a triple.
Abrams crossed the plate off of a
single by Michelle Huber '12. This was
Huber's 14th RBI of the season.
Huber continued to deliver for the
Friars in the seventh inning as she hit
a single up the middle to get on base.
She extended the Friars' lead to 2-0
when she crossed home plate off of a
double by Justine Stratton '11. Huber
went three-for-three at the plate with
three stolen bases and a run scored.
Alicia Grosso '12 pitched seven
innings for the Friars, giving up no
runs. She allowed six hits and struck
out six batters.
Earlier this week, the Softball Team
concluded its Big East season opener
series against DePaul University on
Sunday, March 27. Providence suffered
a 6-3 loss to the Blue Demons.
The Friars claimed an early lead
in the third inning thanks to Jessie
Bryant '13, who scored courtesy of a
shallow right field hit by Stephanie
Kiesel '13. The Friars were unable
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Justine Stratton ’ll led the Friars’ offensive barrage, registering a .500 batting average, six runs,
eight hits, a home run, and six RBIs in six games.

to hold onto that lead for long, as
the Blue Demons fought back in the
fourth inning, tying the game off an
unearned run at 1-1.
The Blue Demons claimed the
lead in the fifth inning, and never
again allowed Providence to reclaim

the lead. In the fifth inning, the Blue
Demons expanded their lead to 4-1,
after a homerun brought in three
Blue Demons.
The Friars answered with Morgan
Culver's '14 solo homerun to bring the
game back within two runs. The game

kept inching closer in score, as Abrams
hit the second solo homerun of the
game. The Blue Demons could not be
stopped, adding two more runs in the
seventh inning to win the game with a
score of 6-3.
Corinne Clauss '13 pitched the first
three innings for the Friars, giving up
only one unearned run on six hits.
Sunday was not the first contest
between the Friars and the Blue
Demons. On Saturday, March 26,
Providence faced DePaul in a double
header to start the Big East season.
DePaul dominated the first game,
winning 3-0 in the first win. For the
Friars, Stratton, Kim Pelland '12,
Abrams and Culver each hit a single
in the game. Providence's right hander
Clauss '13 gave up only three earned
runs on one hit.
The Friars fared better on the back
end of the doubleheader, as they
overcame an early lead by DePaul.
DePaul scored the first run thanks to a
solo home run on the second pitch of
the game. The Friars' offensive strike
came in the sixth inning, ignited by
Kiesel, who singled to left field. Huber
notched a single that brought in Kiesel
to tie the score. Stratton finished the
offensive strike with a three-run homer
to give the Friars a 4-1 win.
Providence will look to improve
upon this strong start as the Friars
host Hartford in a non-conference
matchup on Thursday, March 31,
at Raymond Field. The first pitch is
scheduled for 3:30 p.m.
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If you have any topics for debate, email PCI
cowlsports@gmail.com
Who will win the American and National League Pennants this season?
National League
American League

For the first time in 37 years, the most
prized franchise in sports will be without
their "Boss." Don't be fooled. George M.
Steinbrenner will be watching all 182
games this year from up above. The Boss
probably had the best vantage point to
watch the offseason drama that involved
the very shortstop he molded into one
of the game's most iconic figures. Derek
Jeter has been the unheralded leader of
the Yankees since 2003, and in my mind,
since thel996 Championship.
With the Jeter situation behind them
for now, the New York Yankees open
up their 2011 campaign this week. The
Yankees are led on the hill with their
workhorse, C.C. Sabathia. Carsten
Charles will have to go above and beyond
in his third season with the bombers in
order for the Yankees to be contenders
once again. After a strong spring
training from AJ Burnett and Ivan Nova,
the Yankees feel confident entering this
season with four solid starters, including
young gun Phil Hughes.
More than anything, the Yankees'
returning players will determine their
prospects this season. On the right
side of the infield, Mark Teixeira and
Robinson Cano are some of the best
players at their positions and have
been there before. The second spot in
the batting order will have to carry
the ups and downs of Alex Rodriguez
and Jeter, and must be able to shoulder
the load. While the load in this case is
quite large, these two studs will have
no problem: Rodriguez is coming into
this season with a new stance, a new
haircut, and, not surprisingly, a new
woman. What he brings to the Bronx is
experience. Experience this season will
bring the Yankees on the doorstep of
their 28th World Series. Unlike the new
look Red Sox, Rays, and Rangers, the
Yankees know their roles; they know
how to win, and win they will.
Dan McNamara '13

There are two teams in the NL
this year: the Phillies and the
teams trying to catch the Phillies.
The boys from Philly are this
year's front-runner for the NL
Pennant, and it would be a shock
and utter disappoint if they fail to
accomplish this feat.
Boasting one of the best
starting rotations the MLB has
seen in years-Roy Hallady, Cliff
Lee, Roy Oswalt, Cole Hamels,
and Joe Blanton-the Phillies are
taking the motto "Pitching wins
championships" to heart. They
have won back-to-back division
titles, and there are few teams in
the NL East, and for that matter,
the NL overall, that can compete.
Despite the fact that their closer
Brad Lidge has been plagued by
injury (and his recent string of
concerning MRI's), if the starters
can't get it done, the bullpen will
have to.
The Phillies are predicted to win
95 games this year, and will have no
problem leading the MLB in pitching
stats. Despite their toughest stretch
of games coming in September,
the Phillies will have an excellent
opportunity to start strong in March
and April, playing back-to-back
series against the Astros and Mets.
Nothing is ever certain in baseball.
Just look at the Giants, who were
not considered a contender until
they were parading up and down
the streets of San Francisco with
the World Series trophy in their
hands. The Phillies won't breeze by
and they will certainly have rough
spots. While they don't have the
offense of the Yankees or the Red
Sox, their pitching has the potential
to dominate not only this season,
but for many seasons to come.
-JoeDalli’14

by John Butler'll
Sports Editor
Sports Digest
Turf Field Named for Fr. Lennon.
The turf field adjacent to the Concaimon
Fitness Center, the home of the Lacrosse
and Field Hockey Teams, has been
named Lennon Field in honor of Fr.
Joseph Lennon, O.P '40. Fr. Lennon,
a member of the College's Dominican
Community, served for many years as
a faculty member and administrator at
Providence, 'rhe Athletic Department
has placed a sign on the south side of
the field to mark the dedication. Fr.
Shanley announced that the field would
be dedicated to Fr. Lennon following a
$1 million gift that Fr. Lennon made to
Providence College from the estate of
his late sister, Marjorie D. Lennon.
A Tip of the Cap. A tip of die cap
goes out to the fifteenth basketball
coach of Providence College, Ed Cooley.
Cooley was named head coach last
week at a press conference in Mullaney
Gymnasium. He spent last week
meeting his team, students, faculty, and
staff. The Sports Staff extends a hearty
welcome to the new coach.
No White Smoke Yet from
Schneider. The Men's Basketball Team
might have its coaching issues resolved,
but the same cannot be said for the Men's
Hockey Team, who has been without a
coach since Tim Army resigned earlier
this month. Director of Athletics Robert
Driscoll is in the process of speaking
with a number of coaches—there are
10 on his short list, to be exact. Of
course, Driscoll is very busy these days
supervising the NCAA Men's Hockey
Tournament in his capacity as chairman
of the tournament's selection committee.
His workload might be heavy, but
Driscoll's position gives him a bird's eye
view of the best coaches in the nation,
which is good news for Providence as it
seeks out a new coach.
He's an American in Our Book. The
Indoor Track Team's David McCarthy

SHEET
T2 might hail from Waterford,
Ireland, but he is an all-American
boy in our eyes. McCarthy attained
all-American status at the NCAA
Indoor Track Championships earlier
this month after taking eighth place
in the 3,000-meter race with a time of
8:06.01. To our Irish all-American we
say, Slainte!
Brooks Reels in the Honors.
Even though Marshon Brooks has
withdrawn from Providence to train
for the upcoming NBA Draft, he is still
racking up the postseason honors for
his outstanding senior season. Brooks
was named a 2010-11 First Team ECAC
Divisision I All-Star on Tuesday. This
came after Monday's announcement
that Brooks was named Associated
Press Third Team All-American.
Black Finishes Diving Season.
Allie Black '13 wrapped up a great
sophomore season over Spring Break
by competing at the NCAA Zone A
Championship in Annapolis, Md.
She made six dives and earned a total
score of 182.35. Black took 39th place
in a field of 51 divers at the meet.
This Week's On-Campus Game
to Catch. The Lacrosse Team has
a Saturday afternoon date with
Lafayette on Saturday, April 2, at
1:00 p.m. This should surely be a
contest to catch, as the Friars are
coming off a heartbreaker against
Siena. Providence will be looking
for a win, and the game should be
a shootout.
This Week's Off-Campus Games
to Read About. The Softball Team
will play a three game series at Notre
Dame this weekend in what will be a
very exciting Big East matchup. The
Friars will engage the Fighting Irish
for a Saturday doubleheader, and
then play the finale Sunday morning.
Notre Dame has yet to begin
conference play, while Providence
is 1-2 in the Big East, and Justine
Stratton '11 has been on fire as of late.
You will certainly want to read about
the outcome of the series.

Tennis Captain Sinha Is a Scholar and an Athlete
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Feature
Not very many people know about
the Tennis Team at Providence College,
but you probably see the players
walking around in their athletic shirts
or hear them on the tennis courts next
to the Raymond Field.
Ayushi Sinha '11, who sadly will be
graduating after this season, has been
an amazing asset to the Tennis Team
during her four years on the squad.
She is a computer science major and
has been working on making android
and iPhone applications for her
independent study this semester. She
lives in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
and because of tennis, she decided to
come such a long way for college.
Her interest in tennis developed
when her father taught both her
and her sister to play when she was
three; she has loved playing ever
since. Singles is her favorite because
it is her own responsibility, but the
best way to learn the game is to start
with doubles to build confidence and
then play singles. A ritual she still
practices from her youth is refusing
to change her racket after winning.
There was a time when she would
wear a lucky pair of socks during her

matches, but she no longer practices
that ritual.
The things she will miss most about
PC are her friends and teammates, but
she will also miss the secure feeling of
being on campus with her classmates.
As her senior year is coming to
an end, she hopes to do the best she
can in her final classes and to put her
all into her independent study. For
tennis, she is working hard to make
her final spring games memorable,
considering this will be her last
opportunity to play collegiate tennis.
This year, she was honored with
the position of co-captain alongside
teammate Courtney Fuller '11. Sinha
says that it was a big responsibility,
but she was happy to have her hard
work recognized. She considers the
honor of being named captain to
be one of her fondest memories at
Providence, along with some big
wins during her sophomore season.
Sinha's role models in life have been
Pete Sampras, James Blake, and Monica
Seles. Another athlete she admires is
seven-time Tour de France winner
Lance Armstrong, because of the way he
fought through the struggles of cancer.
She hopes that someday she will be a
coach so she can keep tennis in her life.
Her post-graduate plans are to
either land a job or to attend graduate
school for a Ph.D. in computer science.
Sinha has applied to NYU, UVA, Johns
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Ayushi Sinha ’11 has been a powerful force on the tennis court at Providence for four years, and she
is also a talented computer science major.

Hopkins, and Cal Tech. She hopes to stay
in the United States for graduate school.
Sinha encourages everyone to go to
the tennis games and cheer on all of the
team's players, but especially the Friars'
graduating seniors.
Sinha's
favorite
movies
are
The Matrix series, The Fighter, and
Wolverine. Her favorite places on

campus are the coy pond on lower
campus and her room. Her favorite
off-campus spot in Providence is
Thayer St. on the East Side. Sinha's
favorite book is Not About a Bike by
Lance Armstrong, and her favorite
professor is Dr. Liam Donohue of
the Department of Mathematics and
Computer Science.
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Cooley Named Basketball Coach
"We're Going to Win, and We're Going to Win Big," Coach Cooley Tells Fans
by John Butler 'll
Sports Editor

Men’s Basketball
Two weeks ago, if you said you were
excited about the Men's Basketball
Team, you were crazy. Now, if you are
not excited about the Men's Basketball
Team, you are out of your mind.
What accounts for this radical
change? Nothing other than the hiring
of Ed Cooley as the fifteenth Head
Men's Basketball Coach at Providence
College. Cooley, a Providence native
who played at Central High School and
grew up sneaking into Friars games as
a boy seems to be, by all accounts, the
perfect man for the job.
"We're bringing one of our guys
home," said a noticeably enthusiastic
Rev. Brian Shanley, O.P., at last
Wednesday's press conference, during
which Coach Cooley was formally
introduced. "This was the first choice."
Fr. Shanley, a die-hard college
basketball fan himself, worked
closely with Director of Athletics
Robert Driscoll, former Big East
Commissioner Mike Tranghese, and
Associate Director of Athletics Carl
LaBranche on the search for a new
head coach following the firing of
Keno Davis on Friday, March 11.
Coach Cooley meets and exceeds Fr.
Shanley's two criteria for a basketball
coach. He is first and foremost a
mentor to his players, but he is
also a relationship-builder who is
being touted as the new mayor of
Providence. (Interestingly enough,
Providence Mayor Angel Taveras and
Cranston Mayor Allan Fung were
both in attendance at Coach Cooley's
press conference last week.)
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Rev. Brian Shanley, O.P., and Director of Athletics Robert Driscoll introduced Ed Cooley as the fifteenth head coach of the Men’s Basketball Team.

"The game of life is more important
than the game of basketball," said Fr.
Shanley. "I know I've got a coach who
can coach them in life."
Coaching in life is sorely needed
by this team, which has been plagued
by a string of off-the-court incidents,
dismissals, and suspensions. Coach
Cooley has a stellar coaching record,
including experience under the
legendary Al Skinner. He also coached
his Fairfield Stags to a school-record
25-8 this season which was good
enough for an NIT berth. But for all

of Cooley's basketball prowess, it seems
that he knows more about life than he
does about the game. For better or for
worse, Providence's new head coach has
learned his life lessons the hard way.
Cooley was one of nine children
raised by a single mother in south
Providence. His childhood was one of
poverty and sorrow, but Cooley's killer
combination of humility and steely
resolve merited for him opportunity
and reward. He became the president
of his class at Central High, and led the
Central Basketball Team to two state

championships in the late 1980s. From
there, he went on to play for Stonehill
College, where he captained the team
for three seasons.
After time coaching at several
schools, including URI, Boston
College, and Fairfield, Cooley found
himself with his wife and two children
last Wednesday being introduced
to a large crowd of happy fans in
Mullaney Gymnasium. That is not a
bad storyline for a guy who did not
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McCarthy Runs to All-America Status Unlikely Final
by Joe Dalli '14
Sports Staff

Four is Great
for Fans

Track & Field
The NCAA Indoor Track and Field
Championships, hosted by Texas
A&M at the Gilliam Indoor Track
Stadium, were a huge success for the
two men and two women from the
Indoor Track and Field Team. Shelby
Greany '13, Hannah Davidson '12,
and Julian Matthews '12 all earned
Second Team All-American status
with their excellent performances.
David McCarthy '12 led the group of
four with an excellent performance
that earned him First Team AllAmerican status.
McCarthy placed eighth among the
nation's top runners in the 3,000-meter
race, crossing the line in 8:06.01,
just 2.3 seconds behind the event
champion, Elliott Heath of Stanford
(8:03.71). This marks the second time
that McCarthy has been named to the
All-American team during the indoor
season. Two seasons ago, McCarthy
placed fourth in the two-mile event.
The Friars were also well represented
in the women's 3,000-meter race, as
Shelby Greany placed ninth with
a time of 9:22.51, just over eight
seconds behind the victor. Davidson
followed up Greany's performance
with a solid 14th place finish. This
was Davidson's first time running in
the NCAA Indoor Championships.
She finished with a time of 9:27.53.

by Nick Aiken '12
Asst. Sports Editor

Commentary
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David McCarthy ’12 took eighth place in the 3,000-meter race for the Friars at the NCAA Indoor
Championships earlier this month.

Matthews had the 13th-best posting
in the mile preliminary races. His
time of 4:01.55 was only 0.16 seconds
shy of earning a spot in the finals.
These races marked the end of
the indoor track season. The Friars
did not have much time to enjoy
the off-season, as they were in
action on Tuesday, March 29 at the
Bryant Quad Meet. Providence had

an oustanding showing in the field
events. Patrick Bowler '14 won the
javelin event with a throw of 55.46
meters, and earned a trip to the Big East
Championships. Christina Lavigne '13
took first in the triple jump, and Jennifer
Bell '13 took first in the high jump.
Other Friar first place finishers were
Brian Stannard '11, Nik Andrews '14,
and Toni Rauseo T,l-„

The 2011 NCAA Tournament has
been one of the most exciting in recent
memory as upsets have occurred
more commonly than breakouts of
acne in America's high schools, and
the majority of games have been closer
than a shave with a Gillette razor.
This year's Final Four consists of two
teams that some predicted to be there,
one that few predicted, and one that
only Charlie Sheen is crazy enough
to predict: Kentucky, Connecticut,
Butler, and VCU. Either Butler (who
made it to the championship game
last year, but entered the tournament
as an eight seed) or VCU (an 11 seed
who nearly did not even make it into
the tournament) will be advancing to
the final game since they are playing
one another in the semifinals. As a
result, this year's Final Four is one
for the ages that will undoubtedly be
talked about for years to come.
The first game slated for Saturday
night is the historic VCU vs. Butler
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